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A Gift to Give... 

A Treasure to Own 


America’s 28 
Favorite 

Hymns 

SELECTED IN A 
NATIONWIDE POLL 




When a nationwide poll to select Amer¬ 
ica’s best-loved hymns was announced, the 
response was enthusiastic from coast to 
to coast. Perhaps you were among the tens 
of thousands of Christian music lovers 
who voted for their favorites, naming the 
ones which have .meant the most in spirit¬ 
ual refreshment, as well as in listening and 
singing pleasure. 

Now you have the unique opportunity to 
bring the 28 top choices . . . AMERICA’S 
28 FAVORITE HYMNS . . . into your own 
home. Here is the best in Christian music 
to play over and over again to your heart’s 
content. Here are the top 28, on two mag¬ 
nificent LP records—a permanent collection 
for your record library, featuring Chris¬ 
tianity’s finest, dedicated musical artists. 

FREE BOOKLET WITH ALL THE WORDS 
PLUS STORIES ABOUT THE HYMNS 

Imagine the inspiration and enjoyment 
you and your family will experience as you 


hear these great hymns . . . the pleasure of 
singing along as the familiar words and 
music unfold. Included with your two rec¬ 
ords, you receive a booklet with the words 
of all 28 hymns . . . plus interesting stories 
about the authors and how many of these 
beautiful hymns came to be written. 

From the very first selection, The Old 
Rugged Cross, sung by Claude Rhea to the 
twenty-eighth. Holy, Holy , Holy by the 
powerful Moody Chorale, you’ll find en¬ 
richment in every minute. Who wouldn’t 
be thrilled by the Lutheran Hour Choir’s 
voices blending on A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God ... by Frank Boggs singing Amazing 
Grace and What A Friend We Have in Jesus 
... by the beautiful harmony of the Sere¬ 
nades Quartet on Rock of Ages? 

NOW— A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY 
FOR YOU TO SAVE MONEY 
Without doubt, if you tried to buy these 


hymns separately, you’d spend forty or 
fifty dollars—if you could even find all of 
them. But now you can have all 28 on 
the two long-playing records . . . not at 
the usual price of $4.98 each . . . but 
both, the complete album (worth$9.96) for 
just $7.98 as an introductory special offer. 

DON'T MISS THIS EXTRAORDINARY OFFER 

You need send no money—we’ll gladly 
send your album C.O.D. Pay just $7.98 
plus a small amount for postage. (If you 
do send payment with your order, we’ll 
take care of the postage!) Either way, your 
complete satisfaction is unconditionally 
guaranteed. Tear out the coupon . . . check 
whether you want hi-fi or stereo . . . then 
print your name and address and mail it 
today. We’ll rush your albums (and your 
booklet with all the words) to you promptly 
so you can hear and enjoy them right away. 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


To: WORD, INCORPORATED • WACO, TEXAS 

Please rush me the brand-new two record album of AMERICA’S 
28 FAVORITE HYMNS (and the booklet that includes all the 
words) on your satisfaction-guaranteed offer. Please send me the: 

□ Stereo album at $7.98 

□ Hi-fidelity album at $7.98 ^ 

Please also check: £ 

□ Ship the album C.O.D. - 

□ Check or money order enclosed (postage prepaid) 


ADDRESS 


HERE’S THE 

1. The Old Rugged Cross 

Claude Rhea 

2. How Great Thou Art 
Bill Mann 

3. What A Friend 
We Have In Jesus 

Frank Boggs 

4. In The Garden 
Ralph Carmichael and 

his Orchestra 
6. Amazing Grace 
Frank Boggs 
6. Rock Of Ages 
Serenaders Quartet 
7. Sweet Hour Of Prayer 
Paul Mickelson Orchestra 
8. Abide With Me 
Dick Anthony Choristers 
9. Beyond The Sunset 
Bill Pearce & Dick Anthony 
(vocal duet) 


COMPLETE LIST OF 

10. Whispering Hope 
Charles Magnuson & 

Lew Charles (piano & organ) 

11. Just A Closer Walk 
Dick Anthony Choristers 

12. A Mighty Fortress 
Lutheran Hour Choir 

IS. Nearer My God To Thee 
Bill McVey 
14. God Will Take 
Care Of You 
Flo Price 

15. Have Thine Own 
Way Lord 

Haven of Rest Quartet 

16. Just As I Am 

Billy Graham Crusade 
A Cappella Choir 

17. Onward Christian Soldiers 

Paul Mickelson Orchestra 

18. Jesus, Savior Pilot Me 

Haven of Rest Quartet 


28 HYMNS: 

19. My Faith Looks 
Up To Thee 

Bill Mann 

20. Blessed Assurance 

Claude Rhea 

21. Ivory Palaces 

Moody Chorale 

22. I Need Thee Every Hour 

Abilene Christian College 
A Cappella Choir 

23. Lead, Kindly Light 
Dick Anthony Choristers 

24. The Love Of God 
Frank Boggs 

25. Near The Cross 
Jerry Barnes with the 
Kurt Kaiser Singers 
26. Jesus, Lover Of My Soul 
Bill Mann 

27. Faith Of Our Fathers 
Frank Boggs 
28. Holv, Holy, Holy 

Moody Chorale 
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One of the busiest border crossings is where Tijuana, Baja California meets Southern C 


The flow is two-way across the border. United States citizens frequently cross into the border towns, usually for sightseeing and enteni 
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MEXICANS LURED BY BOOM ON BOUNDARY 


he 1800-mile-long Mexican Border, anchored in 
tie deep blue salt waters of the Pacific, cuts through 
be majestic, forbidding desert valleys of the South¬ 
west, then stretches like a tightrope across California 
erritory until it plunges into the cold, clear, sweet 
waters of the Colorado River. 

From there, the boundary cuts straight across, up and 
iown the desolate and colorful desert expanses of Ari- 
ona and New Mexico until it reaches the erratic Rio 
Jrande River and the wide open country of West 
Texas. Here it meanders along with the Rio Bravo (Rio 
Srande) zigzagging now as it works itself into the 
yarm saline waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 

Make an imaginary line on your map 200 miles 
lorth of this border and another one 200 miles south 
>f the border and run them parallel across the whole 
:xpanse of land from east to west. This 400-mile belt 


ORDER "s3 


is an immense area full of beauty, quietness, poverty 
and promise. This is the Mexican-American border 
belt. Life in these parts demands rugged individuals 
with creative pioneer spirits able to keep up with dra¬ 
matic change. 

Huge people magnets 

About 20 million people live in this belt on the U. S. 
side — four million of them Spanish-American. An¬ 
other six million live on the Mexican side. For a variety 
of reasons all sorts of people from every part of the 
U.S.A. are moving to certain population pockets with¬ 
in this 200-mile zone on the American side. The same 
thing is happening on the Mexican side. From all of 
Mexico they move into the large and small urban 
centers as though attracted by huge people magnets. 
Mexican demographers point out that these border 
cities are the fastest-growing urban areas in all Mexico 
outside of the capital city. 

Fifteen Mexican cities doubled their populations 
between 1950 and 1960. Ten of these cities are within 
the territory adjacent to Mexico's northern frontier. It 
is quite possible that 20 percent of the entire popula¬ 
tion of Mexico will be found along the border by 1975. 

Border history is wild and woolly, replete with 
Indians, cowboys, cattle rustling, scalping, covered 

Churchman, author and Presbyterian missionary to Brazil, Wil¬ 
liam Read since 1965 has headed the Church Growth Research in 
Latin America (CGR1LA) team. His book, New Patterns of Church 
Growth in Brazil, was published in 1962. 


wagons, soldiers, settlers, uprisings and last stands. The 
faint echo of "Remember the Alamo" can still be heard 
if you listen carefully. Some border areas have flown 
six different flags over their territory at different times. 

Today you might still wonder when and where you 
really cross the line. 

Braceros and the migratory pattern 

From the time of the Spanish conquest there has 
been a migratory pattern into the Southwest. Today 
this persistent pattern has increased to enormous pro¬ 
portions. At least a million Spanish-speaking Amer¬ 
icans live in Los Angeles alone, giving this city one 
of the largest Spanish-speaking populations of all the 
cities of the world. 

From the early 1930's until 1963, as many as 2,500,000 
braceros crossed the line at one time or another to 
work as farm hands until that door was closed by an 
act of Congress in 1963. But migration from Mexico 
continues as people are drawn irresistibly by the hope 
for a better life. 

Border cities today are great reservoirs that hold 
armies of "green card" holders. (The new color is blue.) 
At three a.m. each day a stream of Mexicans begins 
flashing green cards as they pass the border guards. By 
four a.m. the stream becomes a flood bottlenecked at 
the gates. Again at four p.m. the gates are jammed as 
these braceros return after a hard day's work. 

In Mexicali alone there are 8000 card holders. This 
army of workers can earn as much as $70,000 in a 
single day and it all goes home with them each night. 
Merchants on the U.S. side know they will get a small 
part of this, but what is left goes to jack up the Mexi¬ 
can economy. 

Many Mexicans without the little plastic cards slip 
across the border anyway. These "wetbacks" keep U.S. 
border guards busy. They are taken to special centers 
until the group is large enough to be sent back to their 
humble homes as "illegal entries." Still they come, 
caught up in the push-pull current of opportunistic 
migratory traffic desperately seeking a better life across 
the border. 

Two cultures separate at the border 

Meanwhile, long lines of cars from the U.S. pile up 
at border entry stations as American tourists wait their 
turn to visit the Mexican side. Other thousands of 
North Americans travel south by bus, train or plane. 
They come in growing streams, stopping at various 
check points on their way to visit old Mexico and its 
beautiful capital city. 

This line is the great divide between two nations, 
two revolutions, two histories, two religious concepts 
of Christ and*His church, two languages, two distinct 
levels of living, two cultures with their many subcul- 
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tures. This line has been an attraction for the worst 
and best of each nation. It is an uncertain line that 
divides in an uneven way the rich from the poor, 
developed from underdeveloped, privileged from un¬ 
derprivileged, the haves from the have-nots, the edu¬ 
cated from the illiterate, the healthy from the sick. You 
can see all the good and all the bad you want to see 
along this border. 

What does a Christian see on the Mexican frontier? 
Is Jesus Christ a living option, the route to a better life? 

A fresh new frontier 

The border is a fresh new frontier, a ripe opportu¬ 
nity at the front door of the church of Jesus Christ. 

But there are problems. Dollar orientation, anti- 
American sentiment and exploitation of Mexican labor 
make evangelical work difficult here. So many people 
have become preoccupied with their dollar earning 
capacity that they drift away from any interest in 
spiritual things. It is often charged, with good reason, 
that North Americans become rich from the back¬ 
breaking labor of the biaceios while paying them a 
mere pittance. On the other hand, it can be shown that 
the biaceio-e conomy lowered the whole wage level in 
the Southwest. 

In a recent conference on poverty it was stated that 
on the U.S. side of the border there are 8.1 million 
people living at poverty levels. This grinding poverty 
has spawned colonies of paraquedistas and the "slum- 
burgs" on both sides of the border. These pockets of 
poverty cannot be hidden. Pressures are building up on 
both sides of the line. 

Strict Mexican controls on the church 

Mexican laws are strict and require that all church 
properties belong to the Mexican government. An¬ 
other requirement is that all pastors, ministers and 
evangelists must be Mexican citizens in order to preach 
legally and perform the ecclesiastical functions of the 
ordained ministry. These laws date back to limitations 
originally imposed on the Roman Catholic church. To 
get by the restrictive laws, many schools, seminaries, 
Bible institutes and other church institutions function 
on the American side of the border. Day students pass 
from one side to the other. But there are unfortunate 
side effects of this program. Such institutions cost 


more, hinder the development of Mexican leadershij 
limit an autonomous expression of Christian servic 
on the part of Mexican evangelicals in their own cour 
try, and foster a continuing pattern of foreign missior 
ary dominance. 

Sectarian proselyting is common. Some very fine ir i 
dependent missionary work is being done along th 
boundary. But there are many cases where unethic; 
"sheep stealing" takes place. Personal factors ofte: 
enter in. One struggling Mexican congregation wa 
approached by an unscrupulous North America] 
"missionary" who promised that he would pay th 
entire cost of their church construction if the deacon 
would let him put his name over the door. 

Iglesia Apostolica de la Fe’ 

Pentecostal churches have grown well along th« 
boundary. One Pentecostal denomination, known a; 
the "Iglesia Apostolica de la Fe," can trace its begin 
nings to the Pentecostal Revival of 1906 on Azus; 
Street in Los Angeles. This church grew in the state: 
of Sonora and Sinaloa in Mexico's great Northwest. At 
the migration of people increased from these states into 
the cities of Baja California, church people with theii 
pastors moved too. This group is now strong in the big 
cities of Baja California having eight churches in Mexh 
cali alone. Forty-two churches and congregations are 
located in the Mexicali Valley where there is a rich, 
irrigated agricultural basin receiving the life-giving 
waters of the Colorado River. 

The Pentecostal bishop for Baja California lives in 
Tijuana and takes care of this network of churches. 
Another Pentecostal bishop lives in El Monte, Cali¬ 
fornia and has pastoral oversight of over fifty Apostolic 
churches serving their Spanish-American brethren in: 
California. This church travels with its people serving} 
them well. It is growing rapidly. 

Traditional evangelical churches are found all along; 
the frontier. Southern Baptists are the strongest with 
more than 500 churches in the border belt of the U.S.A. 
Their heaviest concentrations of Spanish-American, 
churches are found in Texas. The Methodists have at 
least 150 Spanish-American churches north of the bor¬ 
der. They have a full community outreach program 
operating in about 10 percent of their Spanish-Ameri¬ 
can churches. Presbyterian, Episcopal, Congregational, 
Lutheran and other traditional denominations have 
smaller numbers of churches in the border belt. Church 
attendance in these churches is usually measured by 
"respectability." Their spheres of influence are not 
touching many Spanish-Americans because of these 
status mechanisms. 

Methodist strategy in key places 

California Methodist churches have a new plan of 
church extension that has been worked out with the 
Methodist bishop of Mexico. The strategy is to estab¬ 
lish Methodist churches in key places in Baja Califor¬ 
nia, Sonora and Sinaloa. This project began very well 
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and has the advantage of being able to utilize the ver¬ 
satile, well trained Methodist churches in California, 
and the experience of leadership from both sides of 
the border. 

Church growth along the border can be seen by a 
study of the following table (Table I). The 1960 Mexi¬ 
can census figures give the number of evangelicals for 
1950 and 1960. These figures allow comparison of pop¬ 
ulation growth and evangelical growth. Growth rate 
of evangelicals in the border states during the decade 
is 37 percent higher than for the rest of Mexico. At the 
same time the population increase in the border states 
is only 18.2 percent higher than in the rest of Mexico. 
The rate of increase of border evangelicals is more than 
three times the rate of population increase for the 
decade for all of Mexico. In the ten-year period the 
total number of evangelicals doubled in these frontier 
states. 

Ripe for church growth 

This means there is a large influx of evangelicals, 
but it also means there is a large number of new con¬ 
verts being won out of the world into evangelical 
churches. The table clearly indicates that this area is 
ripe from the church growth standpoint. 

A church growth survey of Juarez, Mexico's fourth 
largest city, by John Huegel in 1963 gives an inside 
picture of what is actually happening to evangelical 
churches in a growing border city. This survey pro¬ 
vides a number of insights into both how and where 
the evangelicals are growing in this city. 

Chart below shows the predominance of Pentecostal 
churches in Juarez. Many different Pentecostal 
churches are represented. These 25 Pentecostal 
churches have a total of 23 congregations out in the 
different districts of the city. This makes a total of 48 
Pentecostal entities. Nearly 75 percent of the evangeli¬ 
cals are in these Pentecostal churches. 

Church multiplication 

Multiplication for a pattern of church multiplica¬ 
tion and growth is discernable. The large "mother" 
churches (predominantly Pentecostal) established a 
number of branch churches and these became the 
growing and producing edge of the church. Like straw¬ 
berry plants these churches put out runners. These in 
turn produce, and continue to put out more runners. 

The period of most rapid church growth was 1950 
to 1960. The population of Juarez increased 115 per¬ 
cent from 122,566 to 262,119. Thus the greatest evan¬ 
gelical increase was achieved in the period of greatest 
population increase. 

Two particular churches had a greater index of mid¬ 
dle class people than all the rest. Both churches had 
very few from the upper class. The rest of the churches 
received most of their new members almost exclu¬ 
sively from the low middle and lower classes. Huegel 
says, "Those who are the victims of the social order 
and those who are the most mobile seem to be the most 
responsive to the gospel." 


Conclusions of the Juarez church growth survey are 
as follows: 

• Vast sections of the population of the city are re¬ 
sponsive to the gospel as never before. 

• All churches in Juarez are growing, some much 
more than others. Pastors of all evangelical churches 
did not see the tremendous opportunities and possi¬ 
bilities for even greater growth. 

• Evangelicals are not sealed off from the rest of the 
population. They have countless face-to-face relation¬ 
ships that are vital for future growth. 

• The basic pattern of church extension has devel¬ 
oped unconsciously. What might happen with a little 
more effort at effective planning for greater results? 

• Laymen play a significant part in all evangelical 
growth and must be encouraged to play an even greater 
role. 

• Money for church building does not appear to be 
a big problem. 

• Gospel witness returns to the heartland of Mexico 
with returning evangelicals. New church growth thus 
has its effect on other areas. 

The outline of church growth that we see emerging 
from Huegel's study of Juarez is typical of the entire 
border area. 


TABLE I 


STATE 

Pet. of 
Popula¬ 
tion 

Increase 

Protestant 

Population 

1950-1960 

Pet. of No. of 
Increase Churches 

Baja California 

129.1 

4,351 

12,450 

186 

147 

Baja California South 

34 

131 

487 

271 

- 

Coahuila 

25.9 

15,580 

22,514 

45.5 

193 

Chihuahua 

44.9 

13,572 

26,481 

95.1 

178 

Nuevo Leon 

45.7 

16,679 

25,747 

54.3 

186 

Sonora 

53.4 

6,693 

12,616 

88.5 

158 

Tamaulipas 

42.6 

20,222 

34,336 

69.8 

242 


53.6 

57,228 

134,631 

115 

1,104 

Rest of Mexico 

35.4 

330,026 

578,515 

78 

- 


TABLE II 

cal churches in Juarez 

I Pentecostal churches-25 churches 
Assemblies of God—(3) 

Apostolica—(5) 

Pentecostal—(8) 

Misc. Pentecostal—(9) 

Pentecostal seedling 
churches —23 

II Historical Denom.—10 churches 
Baptist—(3) 

Methodist-(l) 

Nazarene—(2) 

Presbyterian—(2) 

Salvation Army-(l) 

Church of Christ—(1) 

III Independents—2 churches 
Independent Methodist—(1) 
Independent—(1) 

IV Other-2 churches 
Mormon—(1) 

Jehovah’s Witnesses—(1) 


Number and types of evangeli 
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Pygmies of 
the Ituri Forest 



by Harold C. Olsen 
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arold Olsen (six feet) and his 11-year-old son are taller than any adult Pygmies. 



Pygmie warriors are fine hunters. 


Living in the dense jungles of Congo's Ituri Forest 
i one of the most unevangelized tribes in Africa: the 
ygmies. 

Nobody really knows how many of these little peo- 
>le live in the vast Ituri. What census taker could pene- 
rate this green jungle stretching a thousand miles long 
nd 250 miles wide in equatorial Congo? It is esti- 
nated, however, that between 20,000 and 30,000 
Ygmies live in Congo. Tribally, they are known as the 
Vambuti. 

Anthropologists believe that the Pygmies may have 
>een the original inhabitants of Central Africa and 
hat taller Africans immigrated from South Africa, 
historical records of the Egyptian geographer Ptolemy 
illude to a pygmoid race living near the fabled "Moun- 
:ains of the Moon." 

This record penned thousands of years ago proved 
to be amazingly accurate. The Africa Inland Mission's 
Dicha and Lalia Stations lie within sight of the Ruwen- 
zori Mountains, a snow-capped range whose haze- 
zovered base makes the peaks appear to be floating in 
the air at moon height. All around these two mission 
posts are Pygmy camp sites. 

Pygmies rank among the world's finest hunters. 
Their chief weapon is the bow and arrow, though 
broad-shaped spears are used for elephant hunting. 
Other methods of hunting include setting snares on 
the jungle floor and using a huge net to catch scurry¬ 
ing game chased in by Pygmy noisemakers. Arrows 
are tipped with a deadly poison, a secret mixture of 
herbs and clay. An animal even nicked by one of these 
poison tips will die in a matter of minutes. 


The Rev. Harold C. Olsen has been a missionary in Africa since 
1958 , first in Congo and now in Kijabe , Kenya , where he is en¬ 
gaged in radio ministries. He serves under the Africa Inland 
Mission. 


Missionaries have worked with the Pygmies for 
many years. But contacting the little people is ex¬ 
tremely difficult. 

Pygmies are nomads. They engage in no agriculture 
and raise no animals. They depend entirely on hunting 
the migrating herds of antelope, buffalo, monkeys, 
boars and elephants which live in the forest. Getting 
the children to attend school or the older people to go 
to church is almost impossible. As soon as a herd of 
elephants or wild pigs comes into a nearby area, off 
goes the whole clan—women and children, men and 
boys, old and young. 

"Working with these little people means leading a 
life of almost constant safari," says Miss Margaret 
Clapper, veteran missionary who has visited more than 
100 Pygmy camps. 

Recently I made a trip with my family to Oicha sta¬ 
tion and had the chance to visit a Pygmy camp. A full- 
grown Pygmy attains a height of only four and a half 
feet. My eleven-year-old son was taller than any of the 
adult Pygmies in the camp, though he is only average 
in height by our standards. 

I asked Abeli, the Pygmy leader, what he thought of 
the rebels during the recent Congo uprising. "We know 
they told everyone that there is no God," I said. "What 
did you think of that statement?" 

"Bah!" he said with gusto. "It was God Himself who 
helped us to escape from the murdering Simbas." 
"Those people were awful. We never believed any of 
their words." 

Heroes of the rebellion 

We learned later that Abeli and his little band had 
been heroes of the rebellion. They had risked their 
lives to run ahead of rebel units and warn villagers that 
the "Lions" were coming. ("Simba" is Swahili for lion.) 
Their warnings saved scores of Africans from execu- 
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Margaret Clapper leads in the gospel chorus, “God above loves 
even me ” They sing in Swahili. 


tion by the terrorists. 

We could see that the missionary ministry among 
these people was not in vain. Margaret Clapper along 
with an African evangelist had used simple flannel- 
graph Bible lessons, taught them gospel choruses and 
had them memorize scripture verses. This had gone on 
for years before the rebellion began in 1964. When the 
revolutionary forces came teaching lies, many Pygmies 
were ready. They had already heard the gospel and 
some of them had believed. They were not deceived by 
the Communist-led rebels. 

One trouble with trying to evangelize Pygmies is 
that they are satisfied if they have made a kill and have 
meat for the day. They think little about tomorrow, 
even laughing at those who plant trees. 

"How foolish! How does that man know he will live 
to eat of the fruit of the trees?" they taunt. 

But the missionary can capitalize on that very point. 


The remembrance that death is inevitable can brir 
even the childlike Pygmy to serious thinking when I 
is asked, "And where are you going after you die?" 

Though they run for days through the forest ar 
sleep under bent saplings shrouded with banana leave 
as they search for game, they do come out to the mi 
sion stations occasionally. And they are reached by tt 
missionary on safari. 

Spirit-worship, or more correctly, spirit-fear, is tb 
tribal religion of the Pygmies. If a child has a sickne: 
in the lungs, someone makes a series of knife cuts o 
the victim's chest to let out the evil spirits. Or if thei 
is widespread sickness or death in the camp, a fetis 
of chicken or bird feathers and animal intestines ; 
placed atop a pole to keep out the evil spirits. 

The kind of missionary needed 

Bringing the message of God's love "that casteth oi 
fear" is the Christian missionary. Those now involve 
in this work say that more missionaries are needed t 
reach this primitive tribe. Healthy, younger missior 
aries are needed to learn the language (Swahili, thi 
trade language, is understood by all clans) and visit thi 
camps of these little people. Perhaps unmarried worker 
would be better for this rugged, itinerant ministry. 

Several chapels have been erected either in or nea 
known camp sites, and a few Pygmy children hav 
attended mission schools regularly. One young mai 
recently completed primary school and went on t* 
graduate from Bible school. He was the first of his trib 
to have gained so much education. This man is nov 
an evangelist among his fellow Pygmies. | 

Much of Africa today is characterized by boomin,, 
cities, modern skyscrapers, well kept farms and all tha 
is progressive. Millions of Africans wear business suit 1 
and behave like Europeans. But back in the jungles o< 
Eastern Congo there are no skyscrapers and the cloth; 
ing worn by the tribe of the jungle is a scant loin clotb 
— not a business suit. This is inland Africa, the domair 
of the Pygmies, still one of Africa's most unevangelizec 
tribes. 



A band of Pygmies 
with their chief, Abeli 
(standing left of his wife who is 
wearing a head scarf). When 
Abeli was asked what he thought of the 
Congo rebels’ statement that there 
is no God, he answered, 

"Bah! It was God Himself who 

helped us to escape 

from the murdering rebels." 
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by Addison J. Eastman 


QT he real test of Christian missions 
has always been what happens after 
the missionaries leave. For this reason 
what is taking place in Burma today is 
of special interest to Christians in other 
parts of the world. 

It will soon be a year and a half 
since the revolutionary military gov¬ 
ernment of General Ne Win asked all 
foreign missionaries to leave Burma. g 

The major Protestant mission bodies 
affected by the move were the Ameri¬ 
can Baptists, two Anglican societies, 
the American and British Methodists 
and the Seventh Day Adventists. The 
Baptist work, which is both the oldest 
and largest, dates back 154 years to 
Adoniram Judson, America's first over¬ 
seas missionary. 

While the last missionaries were 
leaving, an American friend of mine 
remarked, "What a tragedy that after 
such a long and outstanding record of 
missionary work in Burma it must now 
all come to an end." 

That was a sentimental remark, but 
of course it didn't all come to an end. 

To the contrary, there is a Christian 
church in Burma today (Protestant and 
Catholic) of more than 600,000 mem- 

The Rev. Addison J. Eastman served for 11 
years until 1958 as a missionary in Burma 
under the American Baptist Foreign Mis¬ 
sion Society. He is now mission director 
of the Asia Department of the Division of 
Overseas Ministries of the National Coun¬ 
cil of Churches. 
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In this 

Buddhist country 
me inreign missionaries 
have left 

but missions remain. 


top left: This pastor from 
tribe — which was very re 
the Gospel brought by f 0 
sionaries — leaves his hort 
Sunday morning church 


Burma has more ornate 
temples than any other co 
cently it was host to an int 
convention of Buddhists in, 
spreading their religion to c 
of the world. 


below: Missionaries visit 
dhist monks in Mandala 
come and go at their own 
staying a lifetime, others a fe 
or years to gain favor in th, 


bers—a church which has itself become 
the instrument of God's mission. 

The responsibility for witness 

Long before the missionaries were 
forced to leave, the major responsi¬ 
bility for the life and witness of the 
church rested firmly in the hands of 
the Burmese. Missionaries were occu¬ 
pied mainly in the Bible schools, sem¬ 
inaries and other programs aimed at 
training new leaders. It is estimated 
that today there are at least 3000 na¬ 
tionals serving full time as pastors, 


evangelists and Bible workers in the 
Protestant churches of Burma. 

Recent word also indicates that the 
number of young people in training 
for the ministry is up nearly 15 percent 
over two years ago. 

Burma, often described as "the Land 
of the Pagodas," is predominantly a 
Buddhist country with Christians com¬ 
prising only about VA percent of its 23 
million population. Yet Christians and 
other minority religious groups enjoy 
a remarkable freedom to practice and 


propagate their faith unhindered. 

When the military government seizeo 
power in 1962 its Revolutionary Coun 
cil reversed the action of the previous 
regime, which had made Buddhism 
the state religion. 

The new leaders declared that they 
were not "religious fanatics" and that 
religious freedom would be assured tc 
all. Sunday is still a holiday, but it is 
also the day usually chosen for govern¬ 
ment-sponsored sports events, patriotic 
rallies and volunteer work projects. 
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Some of Burma's officials have made 
it clear that they feel religion has out¬ 
lived its usefulness and is no longer 
necessary in an age of scientific dis¬ 
covery and socialistic advance. Still 
there is no interference with strictly 
"religious" pursuits of the churches. 

The government did nationalize all 
Christian schools and hospitals in 1965. 
But this was interpreted as a move to 
develop a uniform system of public 
education and medical services rather 
than any restriction of religious ac¬ 
tivities. 

When the schools and hospitals were 
first taken over it appeared to some 
that the church had suffered a critical 
blow. Today most Christian leaders 
think differently. As a former school 
principal said recently, "We Christians 
should be glad that our government is 
taking full responsibility for the educa¬ 
tion of all of its citizens. Furthermore, 
our Christian teachers who are now 
scattered all over the country are in a 
much better position to witness in the 
world." 

On a recent 24-hour stopover in Ran¬ 
goon (which is all the ordinary visitor 
is allowed) I talked with a group of 
about 20 leaders representing the ma¬ 
jor Protestant denominations. Our en¬ 
tire discussion came to focus finally 
on one central question: "What does 
it mean to be the 'people of God' in the 
midst of the Burmese revolution?" 


Answers to questions like this do not 
come easily, but the struggle, the stock¬ 
taking and reappraisal seems to be 
moving the churches of Burma to a 
new vitality accompanied by intensi¬ 
fied concern for personal evangelism 
and nation building. 

Christians of Burma have long been 
noted for their love of two books — 
the Bible and the hymnal. But, signifi¬ 
cantly, the first six months of this year 
saw Scripture distribution increase by 
20 percent. Even more important is an 
apparent growing interest in Bible 
study. The 125th anniversary of one 
church body was recently celebrated 
with five days of Bible study organized 
around special groups for pastors, 
church elders, laymen, laywomen, 
youth and even small children. 

There are also numerous reports of 
laymen organizing study groups in 
their homes. A pastor in Rangoon 
teaches a new class of over 60. The 
interest in Bible study is evidenced by 
the continued demand for Bible cor¬ 
respondence courses. 

The two courses now in circulation 
have already reached approximately 
10,000 people, including a large num¬ 
ber of non-Christians. 

The Burmese churches also have a 
long tradition of supporting pioneer 
work in the unevangelized regions of 
their own country. When it was still 
possible they also sent missionaries to 
northern Thailand. 

Today one senses that these evange¬ 
listic efforts, along with the Christian 
nurture of youth and students, is 
ranked high on the list of priorities. 

The large Karen Baptist Convention, 
for instance, is supporting its own mis¬ 
sionaries in many different parts of the 
country. It has ten evangelists in the 
Naga hills alone in a project shared 
with the Kachin churches. One of 
these men reports that he has baptized 
102 persons in the past four months— 
this is one of the most remote sections 
of Burma where only 13 years ago 
the Nagas were still sacrificing human 
beings and collecting their heads as a 
part of their spirit worship. 

Organized missionary work is also 
being carried on among the Lahus, the 
Was, the Padaungs and the Chins. In 
addition, it is not unusual for laymen 
to give weekends to evangelistic work. 

Student and youth groups spend 
most of their vacations traveling to 
"the districts" in "gospel teams." As a 
result, many are turning to Christ and 
new congregations are being estab¬ 
lished. 


The Christians of Burma face an un¬ 
certain future, but they do so with 
great courage and optimism. An over¬ 
worked pastor wrote recently: "The 
Lord of the Burma Road is still alive 
and walking with us. . .. With the go¬ 
ing away of the missionaries, we share 
the loads carried by them as our op¬ 
portunities-The challenge and op¬ 

portunities for mission work are bright 
and the sky is the limit." 

Such spirit is surely akin to that of 
Burma's Christian patriarch, Adoniram 
Judson, who once said: "The future is 
as bright as the promises of God." ||| 
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Dr. Lores discusses Evangelism-in-Depth. 


To Some It’s a Dirty word. 

To Others it’s the Hope lor the Future of the Church. 
Ruben Lores confronts Tough Questions 
on Christian unity. 




How important is this question of Christian unity, or ecu¬ 
menism as it is often called? Would you say that it has 
been given too much attention, or too little? More spe¬ 
cifically, how important is the question of Christian unity 
to Christians in Latin America? 

Christian unity is one of the most urgent issues con¬ 
fronting the evangelical church in Latin America in its 
present effervescent situation. The topic of Christian 
unity in relation to the nature and mission of the 
Church is one of the most important theological issues 
of our time. Our concept and practice of Christian 
unity affects the entire life and work of the Church. 

Actually the doctrine of Christian unity is associ¬ 
ated, for better or for worse, with the word ecumenism. 
This word has such an explosive emotional charge that 
it is risky even to mention it. But altogether apart from 
the word ecumenism and the organizations and move¬ 
ments identified with it, there exists today in fact a 
situation that can only be described as an ecumenical 
mood. 

Would you say that evangelicals are becoming more will- 

Ruben Lores, recently named assistant general director of the 
Latin America Mission, is also director of LAM's new Office of 
Worldwide Evangelism-in-Depth. Born in Cuba, Lores studied in 
the West Indies and the United States before going to Spain where 
he was a missionary for five years. He has since gained wide 
experience in evangelical work in Latin America. 


ing to discuss the subject of ecumenism? 

I like what Dr. George W. Peters, professor of world' 
missions at Dallas Theological Seminary, says on that. 
In an article entitled "Training Missionaries for To¬ 
day's World," he says, "I am no ecumenist in the mod¬ 
ern use of the word, but neither am I blind to the fact 
that God has permitted the ecumenical mood to arise. 
Such a mood is not man-made, but is inherent in the 
gospel. It arises from the fact that believers are bap¬ 
tized by the Spirit into one body, the body of Christ. 
This spiritual fact has been converted into a mood 
through numerous and serious pressures upon small, 
more isolated Christian groups. 

"The question is, who capitalizes on the mood and 
gives it content and direction? Isolation and fragmen¬ 
tation of evangelical movements will only weaken the 
cause of the gospel. We belong together and we must 
build together." 

But the term "ecumenical” scares many people. What 
does it really mean? 

Well, the word "ecumenical" has gone through an 
interesting semantic evolution. Stephen Neill points 
out that at one time or another the term has meant 
(1) pertaining to the whole earth, (2) pertaining to the 
whole Roman empire, (3) pertaining to the whole of 
the church, (4) that which has universal ecclesiastical 
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validity, (5) pertaining to the worldwide missionary 
autreach of the Church, (6) pertaining to relations 
between and unity of two or more churches, (7) that 
juality or attitude which expresses consciousness of 
and desire for Christian unity. 

The first two of these meanings are taken from the 
Mew Testament where the word ecumenical is found 
15 times, in Greek, in such passages as Matthew 24:14 ; 
Luke 2:1; 4:5 ; 21:26; Acts 11:28; 17:6, 31 ; 19:17; 24:5- 
Romans 10:18; Hebrews 1:6,2:5 ; Revelation 3:10; 12:9; 
16:14. The third and fourth meanings suggest church 
aistory in relation to the so-called Ecumenical Coun¬ 
ts. 

The last three definitions are contemporary and 
suggest the organized ecumenical movement and the 
spontaneous ecumenical mood to which we referred 
earlier. 

Well, would you say that the New Testament has anything 
to say about the ecumenical movement as we know it 
today? 

Yes, I think it does. In the Epistle to the Ephesians there 
is a marked distinction between the first three and the 
last three chapters. In the first part there is presented 
in a majestic and eloquent way the unity and essential 
perfection of all believers, a unity that at times is hid¬ 
den but never completely lost. 

In the second part, the picture becomes intensely 
human, and the weaknesses, prejudices and divisions 
show us very clearly the great difference between what 
the church is "in Christ" and its visible reality in the 
world. The church did not free itself from this contra¬ 
diction even in the apostolic period. 

So the church lives and develops on two planes. For 
clarity we call them simply the doctrinal plane and the 
practical plane. 

But what about the biblical doctrine of separation? Where 
does that come in? 

What do the Scriptures tell us? No one can examine 
the Bible's teaching on the unity of the church with¬ 
out being amazed at the significant fact that the em¬ 
phasis on communion among believers is much greater 
than the teaching on separation. 

Recently a missionary friend of mine had to give 
an explanation to one of his supporting churches con¬ 
cerning his doctrinal position with regard to coopera¬ 
tion in evangelism. In his letter the missionary quoted 
more than 36 Bible passages which support coopera¬ 
tion in evangelism. 

The pastor, who possibly had made his decision be¬ 
forehand, answered and informed the missionary that 
the church had decided to discontinue his support, 
inasmuch as they only wanted to "support those or¬ 
ganizations that are ready to remain faithful to the 
biblical doctrine of separation." But how many pas¬ 
sages backed up his position? Only one, and it was 
completely out of context! 

The Bible speaks of unity and speaks of separation. 
If we are to be faithful to the Word of God we have to 


open our hearts to both teachings. 

Are you saying then that the New Testament is permeated 
with demands for Christian unity? 

It would be impossible to comment briefly on all the 
passages on the subject. Numerous passages in the 
Gospels reveal to us our Lord Jesus Christ as the great 
Teacher and Example of unity and conciliation. 

Take such passages as Matthew 18:15-17; Luke 9:49, 
50; John 13:34, 35. The life and teachings of Paul are 
also an eloquent testimony against the spirit of divisive¬ 
ness among Christians, as you could see from Romans 
14:1-15:7; I Corinthians 12:12-20; Galatians 2:11, 12. 

If the biblical teaching on unity is as extensive as you 
suggest, many Christians must have some biblical blind 
spots. 

That's true. Many Christians do not seem to notice 
the importance and implications of the passages which 
teach us that all Christians constitute one race, one 
family. We are descendents of the new Adam, Christ. 
We form one spiritual family. The recognition of mu¬ 
tual dignity as sons of one Father is an inescapable 
obligation. 

Does this have some bearing on the problems of race 
relations? 

Yes, it certainly does. Paul affirmed in the first century 
the unity of the human race (Acts 17:26). Neverthe¬ 
less, it has not been until now in the 20th century that 
a series of phenomena without precedent in all spheres 
of culture has obliged man to take full notice of the 
implications of this fact. Human solidarity is far from 
being a reality yet, but humanity is marching toward 
it in spite of the differences of color, language and 
culture. 

Doesn’t the Apostle Paul in other places use the human 
body as something of a model of Christian unity? 

You'll find that in I Corinthians 12:12-27 and also in 
Romans 12:4, 5. He makes the point that we are many 
members but "just one body," never many bodies. And 
Paul adds two other thoughts built on this analogy to 
the body — recognition of the diversity between the 
members of the body, and interdependence of the 
members in order to perform their functions. 

Note too that it is God by His Spirit who creates the 
diversity. No member can refuse fellowship with an¬ 
other on the basis of difference or diversity, much less 
by considering himself self-sufficient. No member can 
say to another, "I have no need of you," for any rea¬ 
son. Our relationship and interdependence are not 
optional; they are inescapable. 

I wonder if we could come back to the question of sepa¬ 
ration for a moment. Many Christians are deeply con¬ 
cerned on this subject. They feel it is quite right to be 
separated from some of those segments of Christendom 
which may call themselves Christian but which seem to 
have little regard for the Bible, or for New Testament 
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doctrines. You haven’t yet said very much about the bib¬ 
lical position with regard to separation. 

In certain circles the expression "biblical doctrine of 
separation" has become a cliche that is wielded as if 
it had magical power as a conclusive argument in the 
discussions about church relationships. 

We have to ask: What is really the biblical doctrine 
of separation? The Fellowship of the Gospel by Frank 
Colquhoun has a magnificent presentation of this 
theme. 

In general terms he points out that there is a doctrine 
of separation in the New Testament, and no one can 
or should deny it. What is more, our faithfulness to the 
Word of God obliges us to examine carefully and to 
obey conscientiously the biblical teaching about it. 

One important fact that must be taken into account 
is that almost all the passages about the subject have 
to do with the relationships of believers as individuals, 
or with church discipline that ought to be applied to 
individuals. Only in the case of the messages to the 
seven churches of Asia is the problem focused from the 
point of view of an entire church. 

It is interesting to note that in spite of the deplor¬ 
able condition of all those churches, the Lord is in the 
midst of them (Rev. 1:13) exercising a restoring min¬ 
istry. In spite of the evident impurity of these churches 
the Lord does not call them to separate one from an¬ 
other. He calls them to repentance and promises them 
severe judgment if they don't repent, but the question 
of their belonging to Him and of the relation between 
them through the Holy Spirit is taken for granted. 

Are you saying that there is no ground whatever for any 
Christian group to separate itself from other Christians 
in order to preserve the truth? And if that is so, how do 
we guard against all sorts of heresy? 

I recognize of course that the New Testament certainly 
puts emphasis on purity of doctrine but in no way 
excuses or protects the many divisions and lacks of 
understanding that have their origin in secondary 
teachings or even in trivialities. 

There are only two basic doctrines over which one 
can justify separation. The first has to do with the 
person of Christ, the God-man. This comes out in I 
John 2:18, 19 and II John 7-11. A deficient Christology 
is an obstacle to communion. To deny that Jesus is 
come in the flesh is to deny his humanity and affirm 
the philosophical position which maintains that mat¬ 
ter is essentially evil and that the holy Christ could 
not have contact with it. A Christ who is only God is 
not able to be the Savior of men. 

Also take Colossians 2:4-10, 16-19. One who denies 
the deity of Christ affirming that He is only man or 
angel cuts himself off from the body of Christ. He may 
be a member of a Christian church, or may observe 
religious ceremonies, but he will not possess a living 
relationship with Jesus Christ in the New Testament 
sense. 

Thus docetism, which denies the humanity of 


Christ, and gnosticism, which denies his deity, may 
contain genuinely Christian elements, but their defici¬ 
encies on this basic point make them heresy. In oui ! 
days there is similar heresy among Jehovah's Wit¬ 
nesses and the Mormons, to give a more contemporary 
example. 

The second basis relates to the doctrine of salvation. 
The first great doctrinal conflict that the Christian 
church confronted obliged it to define clearly that 
salvation is "by the grace of the Lord Jesus," not by 
works of the law (Acts 15:11). In the conflict that 
threatened the unity of the churches of Galatia, Paul 
without hesitation anathematizes the Judaizers be¬ 
cause to introduce works as a basis of salvation is "to 
pervert the gospel of Christ." 

Any doctrine that offers salvation by any means 
other than faith in the grace of Jesus Christ constitutes 
another, different and opposing gospel, and we should 
not receive it, no matter who preaches it. 

The Protestant Reformation of the 16th century 
emerged from this conflict, and the Roman Catholic 
Church has not yet given signs of any radical change 
in this regard. 

Now, how would you apply your policy on Christian unity 
in a practical way to the situation of evangelicals, in 
Latin America for instance? 

After about a century of missionary labor in Latin J 
America we now have churches in every stage of de¬ 
velopment. Our churches are a faithful reflection of 
the convictions, attitudes and prejudices that we have 
inherited from the missionary societies, mainly North 
American, that in the goodness of God brought the 
gospel to our shores. From the strong points of the 
North American churches we have benefited greatly, 
but from the weak points who knows if we shall ever 
recuperate! 

Leadership of the churches in Latin America is pass¬ 
ing from missionary hands to the nationals. But the 
basic decision is not whether the one or the other will 
have control of the ship. The real question is whether 
both will submit themselves to the Holy Spirit so that 
He in His sovereignity will bring forth a "new crea¬ 
tion" and not simply a "national" church or a "trans¬ 
planted" church. 

In the Latin American mind it is impossible to con¬ 
ceive of the church of Christ apart from a spirit of 
fellowship and the benefit of unity in love. We are a 
young church, still a minority. God has blessed us with 
a high degree of theological homogeneity. We have 
learned to pray together and to look together for the 
solution to our common problems. Together we have 
worked in evangelization. Nevertheless, our experi¬ 
ence has been limited and impeded by certain hin¬ 
drances that do not pertain to the essence of the gospel. 

What are some of those hindrances? 

They include ecclesiastical traditions and the doctrinal 
evolution of ecclesiastical bodies, which often come 
from outside Latin America. These factors impede 
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unity. There is also much cultural baggage — foreign 
:ultural and ethical standards which tend to separate 
as from the mainstream of our cultures. Then too, 
there is organizational imperialism, by which I mean 
the tendency to set up organizational banners. 

What should be done about these hindrances? 

In the first place, we ought to recognize that these hin¬ 
drances are products of man and not of God. At times 
we think that God is identified with all that we do. 
This is wrong. We ought to maintain a spirit of hon¬ 
esty and self-criticism. 

Also we ought to recognize that these things appear 
at one time and can be changed at another time. The 
forms and structures that were effective in the past 
can and ought to be changed if they have become a 
hindrance to the fulfillment of our total responsibility 
as members of the body of Christ. 

But above all we have to assume an attitude of re¬ 
sponsibility. We are the agents of the Holy Spirit. In 
an inescapable way the future is in our hands. The task 
is neither easy nor quick. The practice of unity is the 
practice of love. And the practice of love is the cruci¬ 
fixion of self. Unity demands honesty toward our¬ 
selves and toward others. This is very difficult. Unity 
also demands faith and risk. We must dare to trust in 
the Spirit of God. The church is one. As to the forms 
this unity should take, I do not know. I believe the 
Holy Spirit will guide the churches. 

Do you mean that you are optimistic about the prospects 


for Christian unity in Latin America? 

In Latin America a living definition of true ecumenism 
is taking shape, one that springs from the existential 
reality of the Latin American churches. This should be 
an objective lesson, a voice of alert, and even an accus¬ 
ing finger to the international ecclesiastical organiza¬ 
tions on the right as well as the left, which in a veiled 
or open form seek to impose their schemes, most of the 
time without due regard to the Latin American reality, 
as if our churches were the back yard of their houses. 

Those are strong words. It’s pretty clear that you are not 
expecting Christian unity in Latin America to turn up as 
an imported product from the United States or Geneva 
or anywhere else. 

My humble opinion is that not one of the strategies of 
the international organisms seems to be an expression 
of a real work of the Spirit of God. Rather, they give 
the impression of being worldly manipulations that 
would fit better in political and diplomatic spheres. 

We recognize that it is not possible to speak merely of 
a "spiritual" unity when we are men of flesh and bones 
that unavoidably are a part of the world that surrounds 
us. Organisms and organizations are necessary. 

It occurs to me that the Spirit of God is saying to 
us that the actual situation of the Latin American 
churches demands that the international organizations 
have courage and faith to let the Lord himself be the 
One who guides His Church in the search of its own 
expressions of unity and mission. 
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the rest of your life. 


EVERY DOLLAR INVESTED in John Brown University’s annuity program yields a 
double service. ONE-it pays the investor up to 9% dividends every year TWO 
-it helps defray the cost of a Christian education for over 600 John Brown 
University students. 


For free information on all the benefits you can receive from a John Brown University 
annuity investment simply fill in this coupon and mail today. 
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THEY’RE 
NOT CHEAPER 

BY 

THE DOZEN 

by Bruce D. Carlson 


JMast spring the Brazilian Congress 
and national press accused Protestant 
missionaries of attempting to depopu¬ 
late the Amazon region by placing 
"sterilizing serpents" in the native 
women, thereby making it possible for 
the United States to claim the land as 
uninhabited territory. The "sterilizing I 
serpents" turned out to be intrauterine 
devices, commonly called IUD's or 
loops, used to practice family planning. 

The origin of the accusations is un¬ 
certain. Some people claim that Cath¬ 
olics wanted to establish a pretext for 
getting rid of Protestant missionaries. 
Others felt that nationalists were stir¬ 
ring up anti-American propaganda by 
pointing out a new form of Yankee im¬ 
perialism. It was further suggested that 
pharmaceutical companies were trying 
to discredit the "loop" in order to pro¬ 
mote the pill. 


Bruce Carlson, who is currently studying 
at the School of Public Health at the Uni¬ 
versity of North Carolina, was until Sep¬ 
tember director of the planned parenthood 
program of the Church World Service of 
the National Council of Churches. 



















Whatever the rationale behind this 
expected attack, many Protestants 
re dismayed and puzzled to learn 
it missionaries were involved in 
th control programs, especially in a 
man Catholic country. They asked, 
iat has family planning to do with 
ristian witness? How can planned 
renthood possibly be a part of the 
e of missions? 

Today Protestants often shake their 
ads in theological bewilderment at 
; Roman Catholic position regarding 
nily limitation. But we should re- 
;mber that Protestantism was once a 
;orous opponent of the birth control 
jvement; only in this century has 
; Protestant community gone from 
tright condemnation of contracep- 
n to today's general approbation of 
nily planning practice and programs. 

esent-day Protestant position 

The present-day Protestant position 
. responsible parenthood has evolved 
a response to historical realities and 
tues prevalent in the world today, 
ae of these is the population explo- 
)n, which means different things in 
fferent parts of the world. To most 
ople it means that rising expecta- 
)ns are frustrated by continued or in- 
eased malnutrition, poverty, illiter- 
y, and particularly hunger. To peo- 
e in the "have" nations, it elicits a 
lalitative rather than quantitative 
mcem, although the latter should not 
> unrecognized. 

In Asia, the sheer magnitude of the 
>pulation numbers is astounding. For 
cample, India's population is increas- 
ig at 13 million yearly — an increase 
eater than two-thirds of the world's 
itions. 

Even so, Latin America's population 
rowth rate is the highest in the world, 
emerged from the 19th century with 
)me 63 million people; at its current 
tte of growth, its population will 

father than 
get "involved,” 
will the 
church let 
millions 

of children 
be born 

in squalor? 
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Place names change but conditions throughout India are much the same ... too many people and not enough of anything else. 


number 750 million by the year 2000. 
Although Latin America is not "over¬ 
populated" in the sense of India 
(whose density is the equivalent of 
placing all the people of North and 
South America in Argentina), the rapid 
population increase is impeding socio¬ 
economic development. The same 
holds true inmost parts of Africa today. 

The historical basis for this alarming 
situation in the developing countries 
is of a simple and recent origin. It is 
the outcome of a continued high level 
of fertility accompanied by a drastic 
decline in the death rate. 

Since the 1920's, and especially since 
World War II, the poor countries, with 
the aid of modem medicine, technol¬ 
ogy and DDT, have lowered their mor¬ 
tality rates 50 to 70 percent. Mean¬ 
while, the high birth rates, once essen¬ 
tial to man's survival, have become an 
anachronism and threat to the well¬ 
being of the family, the nation and 
mankind. 

Different ways of meeting the problem 

Nations have met the challenge of 
their particular population problems in 
different ways. Shortly after World War 
II, fapan reduced its birth rate by one 
half, principally by means of abortion. 
It now maintains one of the lowest 
birth rates in the developed countries. 

In contrast, Chile has initiated a na¬ 
tional family planning program to 
combat the high rate of illegal abor¬ 
tions. This anti-abortion rather than 
pro-family planning approach has 
helped greatly to gain the approval of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 


The task in India to avert imminent 
catastrophe in the race between food 
production and population expansion 
depends more on the reorientation of 
the reproduction patterns of millions 
of people to the small family in the 
space of a few years, than on the spe¬ 
cific means of family planning. The 
situation is so critical that compulsory 
sterilization for all men with three or 
more children is being considered. 

In 1959, President Eisenhower stated 
that the field of population was not the 
province of the U. S. Government. 
However, a Supreme Court ruling in 
1965 against Connecticut's anti-birth 
control statutes paved the way for 
greater participation by private and 
public sectors in this field. Now, our 
foreign aid includes technical assist¬ 
ance to family planning programs over¬ 
seas. Yet, this is one of our great 
hypocrisies. We are encouraging other 
countries to adopt a national popula¬ 
tion program when no such program 
exists in our country, meaning that 
equal opportunities to obtain family 
planning information and services are 
not open to everyone. 

The response of churches and mis¬ 
sions to the pleas of men and women 
to be freed from a modern kind of hu¬ 
man bondage has usually been one of 
weakness and neglect. This has mani¬ 
fested itself in several ways. Many 
missionaries, because they are either 
oblivious, insensitive or unprepared, 
hesitate to broach the subject of re¬ 
sponsible parenthood with their over¬ 
seas brethren. "Oh, well, our people 
are not really ready for this yet," they 


have said. Actually, once having cir 
cumvented the missionary, one never 
ceases to be amazed at the overt re 
sponse of the people requesting infor-. 
mation on family planning. The mis-> 
sionary usually avoided this vital area 
of personal need. 

At the same time Christians are gen¬ 
erally quick to condem the desperate, 
helpless woman who has turned to 
abortion as a means of family limita¬ 
tion. Yet what right do they reallyi 
have to be judgmental if they have) 
failed to provide the knowledge which) 
will enable her to prevent unwanted! 
pregnancies? (It has been observed that; 
the high abortion rate in Latin Amer¬ 
ica serves as a true plebiscite of the: 
people. They want to be responsible; 
they just don't know how.) 

One of the reservations, not always; 
latent, among church leaders regarding! 
the dissemination of sex education and 
contraception is that such information 
will lead to greater promiscuity. How- 
ever, if the moral teachings of Chris- 1 
tianity in this area are based princi-l 
pally on the fear of pregnancy, then 
there is need for a drastic revision of 
the whole outlook underlying our so- j 
cial ethics and actions. 

Floundering cultural empathy 

Obviously, it is not easy to discuss 1 
responsible parenthood if one has a 
large family. I believe that missions 
should review their policy of sending 
large families abroad. All attempts at 
cultural empathy will go for nought 
once the missionary flaunts his afflu- 
ency by piling his wife and six kids 
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ito the station wagon. 

Such attitudes and provincial ap- 
roaches to family planning still exist 
nd, unfortunately, continue to prevail 
i too many places. However, the ind¬ 
ent in Brazil, though atypical, serves 
) focus attention on a new form of 
;hristian compassion in which the 
Christian community is bearing wit- 
ess to man's greatest need and desire 
f -the wanted child. 

! This growing Christian commitment 
s not limited to any one denomina¬ 
tional or interdenominational body. In 
act, although several denominations 
ind conciliar groups have made pro¬ 
nouncements or passed resolutions in 
support of responsible parenthood, the 
movement is symbolized by the com- 
jassion and involvement of individual 
missionaries, pastors, doctors and lay 
>eople—each in his own way a pioneer. 

A letter from a Christian hospital in 
Thailand exemplifies the new role of 
:he healing ministry recognized by 
i both the medical missionary and the 
, patient. "Last weekend ... I witnessed 
one of the most remarkable sights I 
have ever seen out here. . . . What took 
place was simply this: 406 eager wom¬ 
en stormed our family planning clinic." 

Attack root causes 

In an effort to attack one of the root 
causes of hunger in India, the Chris¬ 
tian Medical Association of India be¬ 
gan a Family Planning Project in Janu- 
: ary 1966 to make family planning a 
imore integral part of the maternal- 
child health services in some 247 Chris- 
' tian rospitals. This is particularly re¬ 
vealing in view of the international 
and interdenominational nature of the 
missions involved. 

The statement on the Christian Con¬ 
cept of Responsible Parenthood pre- 

I pared by the National Evangelical 
Council in Peru has served as a stimu¬ 
lus operandi for many councils and 
i church groups. It states that "family 
i! planning ... is the total acceptance by 
i both husband and wife of their respon- 
ir sibilities before God, before themselves, 
!) and before the society in which they 
live." 

The Planned Parenthood Program, 
j a vital dimension of the overseas pro¬ 
gram of Church World Service, now 
; supports the efforts of missionaries, 
inter-church agencies, pastors and doc¬ 
tors in some 86 countries. The support 
includes more than 100,000 IUD's to 
doctors and hospitals in 50 countries; 
financial assistance for clinic facilities, 
personnel and educational materials, 
as well as for conferences and work¬ 


shops on responsible parenthood. 

Thus, the interest of the Church in 
including family planning as an integ¬ 
ral part of the totality of family life is 
leading to greater involvement by local 
church communities. This develop¬ 
ment is a manifestation of the Chris¬ 
tian concern for the general welfare, 
health, education and economic well¬ 
being of all families. It also deeply in¬ 
volves the Protestant respect for and 
recognition of the sanctity of the indi¬ 
vidual, human rights, freedom of choice 
and man's responsibility to society. 

‘Every child a wanted child’ 

To meet the challenge and goal — 
every child a wanted child — several 
basic decisions are essential. First of all, 
missions must see to it that family 
planning receives high priority, includ¬ 
ing financial support, in short and 
long-range program planning. Second¬ 
ly, all missionaries, including pastors, 
medical personnel and lay people, 
should receive thorough orientation in 
the general field of population dynam¬ 
ics and particularly in fertility control. 
Thirdly, missionaries and boards must 
be sensitive to the current feelings and 
attitudes towards planned parenthood 
throughout the world. 

With few exceptions, birth control 
remains a sensitive issue, usually more 
in political than in moral terms. Latin 
America, for example, is an area deeply 
dedicated in spirit to freedom and lib¬ 
erty, especially freedom of choice in 
family matters. Therefore, it is impor¬ 
tant to talk less of population explo¬ 
sion and family limitations, and more 
of the free will of the people and the 
right of parents to have the opportu¬ 
nity to space their children. 

In addition, we must be aware of 
three major obstacles to the universal 
acceptance and practice of family plan¬ 
ning. Due to the absence, generally, of 
social security in the developing coun¬ 
tries, parents depend on their children 
for support in later years. This natural 
anxiety is made more acute by the high 
rate of infant mortality which prevails 
in spite of the dramatic drop in mor¬ 
tality. (Forty percent of the deaths each 
year in Latin America occur to chil¬ 
dren under five years of age.) Thus the 
high rate of fertility is reinforced as 
parents try to offset this uncertainty. 

An obstacle, especially characteris¬ 
tic of Asia, is the overwhelming desire 
for a son. In India early this year, I saw 
a frail, sickly woman who had just 
given birth to twin girls. I asked the 
missionary doctor what contraceptive 
Continued on page 21 
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AFRICA 

Changing Missionary Statu; 

Sudan softens polic 

Sudan, which expelled all white missionaries some year 
ago, is again willing to grant visas to mission personnel, ac 
cording to recent government reports. 

The change in government policy came after months o 
discussion between leaders of the All African Council o 
Churches and the Sudan regime. The government agreed ti 
accept African pastors as missionaries, stated Dr. J. Van de 
Linder in a report to the general synod of the Reformet 
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AFRICA 

NIGERIA 

Federal government head talks about 
Communist aid and Christianity 

The buying of armaments from Rus¬ 
sia and the Communist bloc by the Ni¬ 
gerian Government has no ideological 
significance, the Supreme Commander 
of the Nigerian Military Government, 
Major General Yakubu Gowon, has 
declared. 

He stated this at an interview he 
granted to mission leaders at his Do- 
dan Barracks headquarters in Lagos, 
the capital of Nigeria. 

Major General Gowon, who was 33 
in October, is a Christian who keeps 
a Thompson Chain Reference Bible in 
his office. 

He told the Rev. W. Harold Fuller, 
deputy director of the Sudan Interior 
Mission, "I know Christ as my light 
and my guide. I know the day I lose 
faith in God that will be the last of me. 

"I have never stopped asking God to 
give me the guidance I need. Each 
time I have to take a decision, I pray to 
God that I may be led/' 

On the current crisis in Nigeria, 
where the Federal troops are engaged 
in a war with the break-away East, 
which has formed itself into the Re¬ 
public of Biafra, Major General Gowon 
was adamant that Nigeria had to be 
kept one country. 

There are 250 ethnic groups in Ni¬ 
geria, he explains, and if one group 
(the Ibos) are allowed to secede, then 
other groups would certainly follow. 
This echoed remarks which had been 
made publicly some months ago by 
Chief Obafemi Awolowo, who is the 
leader of the powerful Yoruba tribe in 
Western Nigeria. He said that if the 
East were allowed to secede, then the 
West would follow. Nigeria seceded in 


August-September. 

Major General Gowon confessed he 
had been disappointed by some of the 
things Christians had been doing since 
the beginning of the crisis in the coun¬ 
try, but he stressed there was no anti¬ 
missionary feeling. 

He affirmed, "I would have no ob¬ 
jection to missionaries coming back to 
this country. I will do everything pos¬ 
sible to see that this trouble in the 
country will not interfere with mission 
work." 

On the question of the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment turning to the Communist 


bloc for military help (they now have 
jet fighters from Czechoslovakia and 
Russia and technicians) the Supreme 
Commander stressed that they had 
sought help first from their "traditional 
friends" — America and Britain. But 
they had refused to help. 

He underlined that there was no 
ideological significance, and he was 
sorry that wrong interpretations to the 
action were being made overseas. 

He declared strongly, "I am a Chris¬ 
tian myself and it will take another 33 
years before I could be changed from 
what I believe now." 


The Supreme Commander of the Nigerian Military Government, Major General Yakubu\ 
Gowon, shakes hands with the Rev. W. H. Fuller, deputy director of the Sudan Interior' 
Mission, before their interview. 
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churches in the Netherlands. 

Some days after Linder’s announcement it was reported 
t a meeting of African bishops in Nairobi, Kenya, that Sudan 
overnment officials had told Roman Catholic representatives 
iat Sudan is also willing again to accept white missionaries. 

In South Sudan during the last three years many thousands 
f people—some claim over a million—have been massacred 
y Muslim troops from the north. Some one and a half mil- 
on have fled to nearby Uganda. 

Uncertainty in Congo unrest 

i Candidates of Africa Inland Mission who had been accepted 
or Congo are to be stationed elsewhere in Africa because of 
the uncertain conditions in this country. The Rev. T. E. Lloyd, 


British home secretary of this mission, said that Miss Joyce 
Whitmore, a graduate teacher, and Miss Ruth Lawson, a 
nurse, are the candidates immediately affected by the action. 

Though the situation is not considered dangerous for AIM 
missionaries, it is very “trying,” according to Lloyd. Mission¬ 
aries from America with knowledge of the language and ex¬ 
perience in the work are the only AIM personnel who are being 
allowed to return. 

Another mission reports that five missionaries have just 
returned to stations abandoned earlier this year. Five Nor¬ 
wegian Baptists are now in Congo working to restore the mis¬ 
sion work which was given up earlier due to the extremely 
dangerous situation. This will be a complete new start as all 
Norwegian Baptist mission stations were destroyed by the 
Congo rebels. 


jilDEONS INTERNATIONAL— 
distribution record set 


A record high five million Bibles and 
4ew Testaments were distributed by 
Gideons International in 1966. The re- 
)ort was made at the recent Gideon 
invention by M. A. Henderson, execu- 
ive director of the 68-year-old asso¬ 
ciation. 

ii At the convention a special project 
vas outlined for 25,000 Gideons in 76 
: countries. The project is to supply 
JO,000 New Testaments to school chil- 
Iren in various African countries. 


\SIA 

Indonesia— 

Netherlands sends more missionaries 

At least ten new missionaries will be 
ient to Indonesia in early 1968 for the 
urpose of training Indonesian lay 
\ leaders to help their pastors in counsel- 
g and teaching new converts. 

The general synod of the Reformed 
Jehurches in the Netherlands, with its 
(800,000 members, decided that this was 
Ithe time to help the Indonesian 
{ churches in every possible way to meet 
Ithe leadership gap created by the thou- 
j sands of new converts that are being 
: added to the church almost every week. 

The synod accepted without a mur- 
i mur a 20 percent raise in its missionary 
I budget for 1968, and it passed a 25 per¬ 
il cent raise in the 1969 budget. It also 
voted to add a new professor to the 
i faculty of the Theological School of 
[Makassar on Celebes. 


i MALAYSIA— 

| Missionaries given reprieve 

A law passed earlier this year gave 
I foreign missionaries working in Malay- 
“ sia an uncertain future. The law states 
that the residence of each non-national 


religious worker must be limited to 10 
years. It was uncertain for awhile from 
what time the 10 years would be esti¬ 
mated. A recent clarification states 
that the law will be retroactive to Janu¬ 
ary 1, 1967, giving all missionaries nine 
more years of service. 

Islam is the official religion in Ma¬ 
laysia. Christianity, Hinduism and 
Confuscianism make up strong religi¬ 
ous minorities. 

UNITED STATES & NORWAY 

Money for mission 

So far in 1967, first year of the pro¬ 
gram, 1061 American Baptists have 
given or pledged more than two mil¬ 
lion dollars through the Major Gifts 
Program. Largest single gift was $100,- 
000, given anonymously. There were 
two $50,000 gifts, 47 of more than 
$5000, and 117 gifts of $5000. 


Norwegians offered 10 million 
crowns (approximately 1.4 million dol¬ 
lars) in less than two hours when more 
than 80,000 volunteers went from home 
to home to solicit jubilee gifts for the 
Norwegian Missionary Society. They 
raised the biggest sum of money ever 
given in a fund drive. 

The fund drive for missions was 
called “Action 67." The money is to be 
used for special projects and divided 
between the Norwegian Missionary 
Society (budget for 1967 was 14 million 
dollars) and the Norwegian branch of 
the Scandinavian Santal-Mission. 

NMS has 355 missionaries in Mada¬ 
gascar, Cameroun, Ethiopia, Tanzania, 
Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong. 

Norwegian Christians had to skip 
the centennial feast of their missionary 
society because of World War II. They 
tried to make the 125th jubilee the big¬ 
gest ever held. 



people make the news 


died : Dr. V. Raymond Edman, chan¬ 
cellor and 25-year president of Wheaton 
College, died September 22 while speak¬ 
ing in the college chapel service. Dr. 
Edman began his work as a missionary 
to the Quichua Indians in Ecuador. He 
was well known as an author and lec¬ 
turer. Emile Makese, a Congo church 
executive, and two of his children were 
killed in a night truck accident. He was 
inspector of schools in Bandundu Prov¬ 
ince for the West Congo Baptist Con¬ 
vention. 

appointments: Dr. Raymond Bilker, 
professor of missions at Conservative 
Baptist Seminary in Denver, Colorado 
has accepted the position of coordinator 
for CAMEO, the joint EFMA-IFMA 


Committee to Assist Missionary Educa¬ 
tion Overseas. Buker has served as a 
missionary in Burma and as an execu¬ 
tive with the Conservative Baptist For¬ 
eign Mission Society. Michael C. Grif¬ 
fiths has been chosen to succeed J. Os¬ 
wald Sanders as general director of the 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship when 
Sanders retires in October 1969. Grif¬ 
fiths is currently superintending the 
OMF work in Japan. 

awards: The highest award given by 
the Bolivian government was presented 
to the Rev. LeGrand B. Smith, a Meth¬ 
odist missionary and the Colegia Evan- 
gelico Metodista a 60-year-old Metho¬ 
dist school. Smith has served in Bolivia 
for 33 years. 
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© Greek Protestants fearful 
f«tS of new military regime 


ATHENS, Greece—The future looks 
gloomy for Greek Protestants. Already 
they have been forbidden to publish 
their 110-year-old church paper. They 
dread a new law, now in the making, 
which could curtail even more of their 
few liberties in matters of religion. 

When army officers last April usurped 
power after an almost bloodless coup, 
they talked about saving the Greek- 
Christian civilization. School teachers 
were given a new task. They were told 
to take their pupils to church on Sun¬ 
day. But church meant strictly the 
Greek Orthodox Church. One evan¬ 
gelical said: "I don't know whether 
this regime is a curse, or whether we 
have been saved from an even worse 
curse." They don't know whether they 
should be more fearful of Communism 
or of an eastern form of Fascism. 

Greek Protestants are considered an 
insignificant minority in this Eastern 
Orthodox country. Their numbers are 
not counted per hundred but per thou¬ 
sand. The one and a half century old 
Greek Evangelical Church numbers 
only 15,000 members, children in¬ 
cluded, grouped in some 30 small con¬ 
gregations. Under government pressure 
the Darbist Brethren formed the small 
Free Evangelical Church in 1938. After 
the war a Church of God and several 
Pentecostal congregations were added. 
There are also some Baptist congrega¬ 
tions. Altogether they probably num¬ 
ber hardly more than 25,000, although 
exact statistics are hard to find and 
probably non-existent. 

The Greek Orthodox Church claims 
membership of 98 percent of the Greek 


population. But it cannot show com 
parable statistics for church attend 
ance. On an average Sunday no mor 
than 10,000 of the two million peopl 
of greater Athens enter a church. Hun 
dreds of priests are barely literate, h 
the past few years several bishops hav< 
been involved in sexual and financia 
scandals. One primate was deposed be 
cause he was said to be a homosexual 

One of the first acts of the new gov? 
emment was to depose old and ailing 
hyperconservative primate Chrysosto 
mos and the Holy Synod, whose mem 
bers had a knack of electing weak arch 
bishops in order not to endanger thei: 
personal (mainly financial) privileges 
A new synod, appointed by the regime 
elected Hieronymos Kotsonis (62), whc 
wasn't even a bishop at that time, but 
who was professor of theology and 
chaplain to the royal family. 

The ascendance to ecclesiastica 
power of Hieronymos, however, doe; 
mean a significant change for this 
church in other matters. In order tc 
help the rural areas, some of which 
have been without pastoral care foi 
years, he ordered 200 priests to move 
from the big cities to the Northern 
frontier villages. But there were soon 
grumblings that this was a wonderful 
opportunity to isolate "pappas" he 
didn't trust politically. 

For years the Greek Church has been! 
sabotaging plans of Patriarch Athena- 
goras of Constantinople to establish! 
closer relationships with Rome. Within 
a month after his election Hieronymos* 
traveled to the Ecumenical Patriarch-* 
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te of the East to pay Athenagoras his 
cclesiastical tribute and offer him his 
apport in spite of the fact that some 
5 of the 52 bishops of Greece oppose 
11 forms of contact with the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

On the surface everything is cur- 
ently quiet in Greece. There are no 
trikes, no demonstrations and not 
aany policemen in the streets. But one 
ireek commented: "It is the order of 
orce, nevertheless, as it is behind the 
ron curtain." The Greek island of 
r ouira has become the Devil's Island 
if the sixties with some 2400 political 
irisoners. While we visited Athens one 
nan was arrested because he had given 
lospitality to his daughter and Com- 
nunist son-in-law without registering 
hem with the police. 

Several evangelicals told what Chris- 
ians could do for them besides pray- 
ng. They all said: "Put pressure upon 
his regime through your press organs 
ind governments." It does seem that 
mblic sentiment could help. Ex-min- 
ster E. Avaroff was ordered to prison 
:or five years, because he entertained 
15 people in his home. Some days later, 
lowever, King Constantine offered him 
^race, because "this verdict will be dis¬ 
torted in the foreign press." The Lon¬ 
don Sunday Times had already pub¬ 
lished a sharp editorial. Swiss sources 
report that the Greek government, af¬ 
ter four years of stalling, suddenly ap¬ 
proved the building plans for an evan¬ 
gelical church in Salonika when the 
Swiss government intervened on behalf 
of Swiss Christians who donated half 
of the building fund. 

When King Constantine welcomed 
the WCC leaders on Crete, he said that 
for centuries the churches of East and 
West had been separated by "walls of 
suspicion, hostility and even persecu¬ 
tion." In this speech, presumably writ¬ 
ten with the help of Hieronymos, he 
added that now "blind prejudice" is 
being replaced by "active interest and 
desire to learn." One evangelical sighed: 
"We wish it were true for us also." 

Protestants are not alone in their fear. 
Other civilians share it. During a gov¬ 
ernment reception one Greek begged: 
"Please don't speak too loudly, there 
are too many police around." The 
Greeks, who love to laugh, have re¬ 
cently added bitter almonds to their 
jokes. Said one Greek to another: 

"Are you an officer?" "No." 

"Then are you a government offi¬ 
cial?" "No." 

"Then please take your foot off 
mine!" 


A 

MILLION 

TRACTS! 

INDIA needs a million salvation tracts. Stu¬ 
dents, Christian workers and missionaries 
plead for tracts. Doors are still open. Jesus 
said: “GO," and “TIME IS SHORT.” $160 
prints 100,000 tracts in INDIA. Please pray 
and help today. 

Write: Rex William Swaan, W.V. 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY ACTION 
Ruskin, British Columbia, Canada 


CHIME-CARILLON. 
TAPE RECORDINGS. 

Golden 
Hymns 

°f 

the 

Church 

Recorded Tapes-Actual 

Reverberation of Bell Tones 
Especially For Chime 
Systems & Bell Towers 

For Information Write: 

Symphonic Bell Recording Co. 

P.O. Box 187 

South San Francisco, Calif. 



SPECIAL OFFER! 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 



Unique, original greeting cards 
by children of the Orient 

Colorful, authentic reproductions of two 
top entries in World Vision’s International 
Children’s Art Talent Contest. Sent in 
appreciation of your gift to help bring joy 
to needy children this Christmas. 

• Finest quality, beautiful Christmas 
cards 

• Quaint original children’s art in 2 
designs 

• “Baby Jesus and Mother" by a 
Balinese boy 

• "Children Praying" by a girl from 
Hong Kong 

• Faithful color reproductions on Christ¬ 
mas cards with matching envelopes 


Sent to you as a gift of appreciation for your 
contribution to World Vision and its ministries. 

• Pkg. of 60 cards sent with contributions of $5.00 

• Pkg. of 20 cards sent with contributions of $2.00 

• Pkg. of 8 cards sent with contributions of $1.00 

I I—I Please send me a pkg. of -Christmas cards (8 for $1; 

| I_I 20 for $2; 60 for $5). Enclosed is my gift of $- 

name—---- 

| address----- 


| city - - -- 

I state -- zi P code - 

WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL, Box O, Pasadena, Calif. 91109 or 
WORLD VISION OF CANADA, Box 181-K, Toronto 12, Ont. As< _ toc _ | 

Your gift to help needy children through World Vision is tax deductible 
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An invaluable 
new guide 
to the who , what , 
where and why 
of Christian Missions 
in every land 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

of 

MODERN 

CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONS 

edited by 

BURTON L. GODDARD 

Missionary activity on a 
world-wide scale is encom¬ 
passed in this exhaustive and 
authoritative new reference 
work. Over 1400 alphabetical 
entries give pertinent infor¬ 
mation about the history, 
scope and major concerns of 
modern missions. Included 
are denominational affili¬ 
ations, sources of support 
. . . plus names and addresses 
of missionary offices and direc¬ 
tors. Essential for schools, 
libraries and individuals in¬ 
terested in missionary work. 

800 pages $25.00 

THOMAS NELSON & SONS 

Copewood and Davis Sts. 
Camden, N.J. 08103 



Archbishop John of Los Angelos, a white Russian, and Metropolitan Nikodim of Moscow 
enjoy themselves. Whenever political questions cropped up they found themselves on 
different sides of the fence. 


WV NEWS 
FEATURES 


WCC: ‘evangelism’ and 
problems of procedure 


HERAKLION, Crete—"We are enter¬ 
ing a new period, Dr. Hendrikus Berk- 
hof of Leyden University, Holland, 
warned the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) on 
Crete, Greece. "The world is ripe for 
evangelism. The big question is whether 
the church is ripe too." His short 
speech in the debate on "evangelism" 
was one of the high points in a meet¬ 
ing which was otherwise preoccupied 
with administrative affairs. 

The new director of the Division for 
World Missions and Evangelism, West 
Indian Philip Potter, introduced the 
theme with a bird's eye view of what 
the WCC had published about the sub¬ 
ject during its 19 year history. The 
World Council, he said, "cannot actu¬ 
ally do the work of evangelism for the 
churches. As it is not a church or, as 
some fearfully say, a superchurch, it is 
barred from taking such initiatives . . . 
Its task is to serve the churches." 

Potter complained that "it cannot be 
said that cooperation in evangelism has 
been a high priority" in the churches. 
Their interests have been introverted. 
They are preoccupied with their own 
structures, rather than with their pri¬ 
mary task. He warned, "It is only as 
churches cross confessional frontiers 


and seek to witness together that they 
will make discoveries about themselves. 

The theme of evangelism was brought 
before this body for the first time by 
pressure from both inside and outside 
the ecumenical movement. For years 
men like Wilhelm Niesel, the German 
president of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance, complained that the WCC is 
lopsided in speaking so often about 
service, social actions and political 
matters without giving enough atten¬ 
tion to the main task of the churches 
in preaching the Gospel. 

The discussions on evangelism helped 
to counterbalance a recent World Con¬ 
ference on Church and Society in Ge¬ 
neva, where Marx was mentioned more 
often than Christ. 

However, the theme was all but 
drowned in the enormous number of 
organizational problems that had to be 
discussed. Yet the WCC policy makers I 
ordered "that all Divisions within the 
WCC relate their activities appropri- : 
ately to the evangelistic purposes of the 
WCC and to act as stimulus to the 
member churches in their evangelistic 
work." 

As never before the WCC evidenced 
an openmindedness towards conserva¬ 
tive evangelicals. Conversations, it was 
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lid, have to be increased "with a view 
3 a better understanding of our com- 
ion evangelistic calling." 

In his first official report as new 
eneral-secretary, Eugene Carson Blake 
-acted to savage criticism of the WCC 
y the Scottish theologian Ian Hender- 
on, a follower of Bultmann, author of 
tie book "Power Without Glory." Dr. 
lake made it very clear that he has no 
aspect for these proponents of the 
God is dead" theology, because they 
have not been able to articulate very 
learly how they propose to keep the 
aith alive." 

"I believe it to be highly important 
hat we do not give reasons to anyone 
o suppose that we as a World Council 
>f Churches are calling into question 
he being of the God and the Father of 
he Lord Jesus Christ, who is revealed 
n the Bible to the eye of faith," Blake 
dded. 

He concluded that the WCC "in our 
ime is to become as radical an influ- 
:nce for a revolutionary new obedience 
o Jesus Christ as we must be a con- 
ervative force to preserve for the world 
he ancient Gospel of the transcendent 
jod who makes himself known in Je- 

Continued on page 28 



OF THE GREAT 
MISSIONARY 
OPPORTUNITIES 
OF OUR DAY! 

—Attractively designed Christian Litera¬ 
ture for North American Indians. 

You are urgently needed to help us es¬ 
tablish a printing department to meet a 
desperate need. 

2000 shares needed now! $5 a share. 

Your generous gift will give you an im¬ 
portant part in this end-time evangeliza¬ 
tion of the Indian people —to whom we 
all owe so much. 

AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION, INC. 

Rev. R. Gowan 

Custer, South Dakota 57730 

Evangelical Service Organization 
Since 1951 


TEAR OUT THIS COUPON • MAIL IT AT ONCE 


Free Information Certificate 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY • Dept. 

22 West Madison Street • Chicago, Illinois • 60602 

VrPl ^ want all the facts about the many immediate job 
I Lu! openings for Christian men and women in the U. S. 

and Canada. Also, send me your important FREE 
booklet, “Opportunity Unlimited—The John Rudin Success 
Story.” I understand that this inquiry will not obligate me 
in any way. 


Name- 


Address— 


City_ 

WV117 


-State or Province— 


Zip 


This booklet 

FREE 



Explains the 
John Rudin 
job opportunity 
in detail. 


Discover how you can earn 
$10,000 a year and more... 

($75.00 to $100.00 a week Part-Time) 

in important Christian work 


If you’ll mail the Certificate at the top of this 
ad you will receive, immediately, all the facts 
about career opportunities that have brought 
independence, job security and high pay to 
hundreds of sincere Christian men and 
women. You can begin at once. No experience 
necessary. No investment required. If you 
qualify you ought to earn $100.00 a week 
part-time . . . $200.00 a week and more 
full-time. 

NOW . . . IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
FOR QUALIFIED, FULL-TIME 
AND PART-TIME CHRISTIAN WORKERS 

A fast-growing organization, we have choice 
openings all over the U. S. and Canada. 



Pastor—Part-Time 

“Between sick calls, 
church visitation, fu¬ 
nerals, committee meet¬ 
ings and sermons, I can 
only work about 7 hours 
a week. But I’ve earned 
$1,440 in the last 8 
months. That’s $42.00 
extra a week. I also have 
the ioy of bringing spir¬ 
itual help into the homes 
where I visit.” 

Rev. O. C., Mississippi 



Manager—Full-Time 

“Less than 6 months 
after I took my job with 
the John Rudin Com¬ 
pany my income had 
doubled. Now, after eight 
years, I’ve iust been 
made Regional Manager, 
my third promotion. In 
this meaningful, impor¬ 
tant work with Christian 
families, I have realized 
far more than personal 
satisfaction. I know I 
bring spiritual blessing to 
the families I serve.” 

Mr. H. M., So. C. 


Though we want to fill them as quickly as 
we can, we will not add more persons than we 
can properly train or provide for. 

MAIL THE CERTIFICATE AT ONCE 

The key positions now open will be filled by 
the first qualified, sincere Christians who re¬ 
ply to this ad. Don’t pass up this open door 
to financial security, independence, and the 
joy and excitement of serving your Christian 
commitment in your day-by-day work. 
Mail the Certificate. Do it now. 

Hundreds of U. S. and Canadian men and 
women have “found themselves” in this 
satisfying, important service. Read what 
they say: 



Housewife—Part -Time 
“When my husband 
wanted to return to the 
University for his gradu¬ 
ate work I prayed for a 
part-time job that would 
permit me to be home 
with the children most of 
the time and still earn 
enough income to help 
ay the family ex{>enses. 
’ve been working about 
12 hours a week and my 
average income is well 
over $11.00 an hour. I 
can’t tell you how happy 
I am.” 

Mrs. J. P., Canada 



Salesman—Full-Time 

“I’m a family man and 
was stuck in a job that 
brought me low pay and 
little opportunity. Some 
years ago the Rudin 
Company offered me a 
job. The last 3 months I 
earned $3,520 with time 
out for vacationing, fish¬ 
ing and golfing. I have 
the joy of knowing that 
every Christian family I 
talk to will be honestly 
helped by the program I 
offer them.” 

Mr. H. R., Washington 
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CHOICE JOB OPENINGS IN THE U. S. AND CANADA MUST BE FILLED AT ONCE 
TEAR OUT FREE INFORMATION CERTIFICATE 
MAIL IT TODAY! NO OBLIGATION 
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to 

Clergymen and Lay Leaders 

Conduct your own tour gratis 
to the Holy Lands—Round the 
World—Orient—South America. 


THE CARIBBEAN 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 

Departing March 22, 1968 
Visit: 

Kingston, Jamaica—San Juan, 
Puerto Rico—St. Thomas. 



Plan now to spend Christmas in Bethlehem. 
Tour departs December 18. 


YOU WILL 
GENEVA 
LONDON 
RIVER JORDAN 
TEL AVIV 
ATHENS 
ROME 
ISTANBUL 
DEAD SEA 


VISIT: 

7-CHURCHES 

JERUSALEM 

BETHLEHEM 

JERICO 

SEA OF GALILEE 

NAZARETH 

HAIFA 


22 DAYS 

$1075 

From N.Y.C. 

MONTHLY DEPARTURES 


YOU WILL VISIT: 


RIVER JORDAN NAZARETH 

TEL AVIV HAIFA 

JERUSALEM DEAD SEA 

BETHLEHEM ATHENS 

JERICHO ROME 

SEA OF GALILEE 


15 DAYS 

$898 

From N.Y.C. 


We suggest you tune in on THE CHURCH of the OPEN DOOR program with Dr. J. Vernon McGee every Sunday at 5:30 P 
on KWHY, Channel 22. 


COUNT ME IN! Please send literature for... 

□ Special Offer to Clergymen & Lay Leaders 

□ Caribbean Bible Conference 

□ Special Bible Land Tour 

□ Christmas in Bethlehem Tour 

Name 


Address 


State 

Fill in this 

WESTERN WORLD TOUR AND TRAVEL 

601 N. Vermont, Los Angeles, Calif. Phone: (213) 662-1 171 


Zip 

coupon and mail to 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

Starting August 6, "Going Places" 
visits the Mission Fields of the 
world. This is a travel program 
designed for Christian travelers. You 
ED FALLERT will be able to see films produced 

by many of the missionary organizations. Going 
Places with Ed Fallert Sunday evenings on Channel 
22 KWHY at 6:00 P.M., Los Angeles, California fol¬ 
lowing The Church of the Open Door program. 
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Continued from page 19 
ethod she was planning to use. "Oh," 
id the doctor, "she already has six 
rls at home. We can't mention fam- 
j planning to her until she has a son. 
ie had one, but he died." 

Family planning is by no means a 
macea to the social, economic and 
jlitical ills of the developing world, 
nd yet, failure to implement it in 
^junction with programs of socio- 
ronomic development is not only ir- 
:sponsible but will make the task of 
jalizing the latter virtually impossible. 
The missions and churches can do 
mch in this field by providing en- 
Duragement and support to those in- 
ividuals and groups who are already 
eeply committed to responsible par- 
nthood, and by adopting measures 
lat will make possible the develop- 
lent of viable family planning pro¬ 
rams. 

There is a need for educational, 
ttitude-information programs which 
till enable church leaders to discuss 
nd to crystallize the Christian raison 
'etre for family planning action. Such 
rograms not only contribute to the 
nlightenment of the Christian com- 
aunity, but help to establish a basis 
or the community efforts of the pri- 
ate and public sectors. 

In addition, a reorientation and 
raining program for doctors, nurses 
md midwives in the modem tech- 
liques of family planning is essential. 

Over-optimism and reliance on one 
>r two contraceptive methods has led 
o disappointment in the nationwide 
Drograms carried out in recent years in 
ndia, Taiwan and Korea. In spite of 
lome measured success, they have ex¬ 
perienced a high rate of dropouts in the 
ase of IUD's (50 percent in two years) 
md pills (40 percent in two months), 
nost of them for nonmedical reasons. 
Insufficient or incorrect information 
md inadequate instruction contribute 
to the refusal of women to accept or to 
continue the use of contraceptives. 

Family planning is counseling, edu¬ 
cation, assurance and reassurance. The 
compassion and dedication of the 
Christian community and hospitals 
for the feelings, rights and sanctity of 
the individual can help to maximize 
the quality of service and thereby make 
the practice of responsible parenthood 
meaningful to more people. 

As Christians we are committed to 
freedom of choice. One goal is every 
child a wanted child. 




Give books carefully selected 
for everyone on your list. 


WYCLIFFE HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 
OF BIBLE LANDS 

by C. F. Pfeiffer and H. F. Vos. A wealth of historical, geograph¬ 
ical, biblical and archaeological material dealing with all the 
Bible lands—Palestine, Iran, Egypt, Syria, Greece, Italy, and four 
others. 624 large pages; hundreds of maps and photographs. 

$7.95 to Dec. 31 , 7967 


UNGER’S BIBLE HANDBOOK 

by Merrill F. Unger, Th.D., Ph.D. A comprehensive guide to a better 
understanding of the Bible. Includes commentary, history, charts, 
maps, photographs. "Easily the best of all books of this type in our 
language today."—/. Wilbur Smith $3.95 




PRAIRIE PRINCESS ^ 

by Margaret Epp. A delightful story for juniors in a lovely, 
illustrated gift edition. The boundless enthusiasm of a ten-year- 
old; her joys and problems on a farm when life begins to lose 
its sparkle. $1.95 


OUT TO WIN! 


Edited by Gary Warner. Nationally known Olympic stars, pro¬ 
fessional football, baseball and basketball players—all Christians 
—express their faith in a series of devotionals, Bible-and-athletics 
centered. Especially for teens. $2.95 


MOODY BIBLE STORY BOOK 


THE MAN FROM STEAMTOWN 

by James R. Adair. A millionaire at thirty; the founder of a 
museum housing the world's largest collection of steam loco¬ 
motives—and a firebrand for Christ. F. Nelson Blount's story will 
thrill every reader. 53.95 


At Your Bookseller 

OR WRITE TO 

MOODY PRESS • CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60610 


The ageless story in clear, simple form from Genesis to Revela¬ 
tion. The narrative closely follows the inspired record. 408 
stories—32 full page color pictures—164 illustrations—large, clear 
tvnp $4.95 


HOSTAGE IN DJAKARTA 

by Harold Lovestrand. The stirring story of a missionary trapped 
in the toils of Sukarno during the days of impending Communist 
take-over in Indonesia. God's faithfulness portrayed in today's 
strife-torn world. $3.95 


MORE OCEANS TO CROSS 

by Fran Johnston. A magic carpet for the stay-at-home traveller. 
A true-life adventure on three continents—and a bouyant, joyous 
story of a woman who found fulfillment in God's plan for her 
life. 52.95 
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At Last a Total Church 
Youth Program 
that Really Works! 



THIS IMPORTANT 
HOW-TO-DO-IT 
MAGAZINE FOR 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
WORKERS ► 


Leading Christian teachers, youth leaders 
and educational psychologists year after 
year pool their wisdom between the covers 
of the essential Christian worker’s youth 
guidance manual, “Success With Youth.” 
Study a sample copy of this valuable youth 
leadership tool — absolutely without cost. 
Clip and mail the coupon below. 

EASY TO FOLLOW LEADERS PACKET WITH 
EACH OF THE FOUR GRADED PROGRAMS 

Think what it will be like to receive a com¬ 
pletely worked-out youth program for the 
weeks ahead. The hymns are picked out, the 
scriptures, the talks planned — the posters, 
the publicity — the parties detailed, the 
games described—every last element worked 
through with such care and thoroughness 
there’s nothing left for you to do but put it 
into action. It’s a program that runs itself. 

ANNOUNCING AN ALL NEW TEEN PLAN — 
THE OMEGA TOTAL TEEN PROGRAM Brilliant 
new program that pulls your teens right into 
the mainstream of church activity. Com¬ 
pletely new and different format tested with 
exciting success in California. Facts about 
this vital new program will be included with 
your free copy of “Success With Youth.” 

GET THE FACTS FREE . . . “SUCCESS WITH 
YOUTH” Sample magazine along with com¬ 
plete information on youth programs will 
be mailed to you without cost or obligation. 
Act now. 


CLIP AND MAIL THIS COUPON 


I YES! Please send me, without cost or obliga- 
I tion, a sample copy of SUCCESS WITH 
I YOUTH, leading how-to-do-it magazine for 
I Christian youth workers. 

I 

I Name_ 

I 

I Address_ 

l 

■ City_State_Zip_ 

I 

I Church_ 

l 

■ Church Address_ 

I _ 

I I work with youth groups: 

■ □ Ages 6-8 □ Ages 12-15 □ all ages 

"□Ages 9-11 □ Ages 16-18 

AVI 17 


Success With Youth, Incorporated 

(Formerly Christian Worker's Service Bureau) 
Box 3333, Torrance, Cal. 90501 


Continued from page 25 

sus Christ His Son, our Lord." 

Dr. Berkhof, at 52 the youngest mem¬ 
ber of the Executive Committee, agreed 
that there is a move in the direction of 
theological conservatism, but he 
warned not to expect too much of it, 
since the move is still rather super¬ 
ficial. 

Meanwhile, the Russian delegates 
were unwilling to subscribe to state¬ 
ments on the Middle East and Viet¬ 
nam. They plugged for clear condem¬ 
nation of both Israel and the United 
States, but found themselves alone on 
this. Even the Arab Christians would 
not follow them, since the Arabs were 
well satisfied with the statement which 
drew attention to their most pressing 


For your FREE copy of 

HOW GREAT 
THOU ART 

and new MANNA MUSIC catalog 

write to: 

MANNA MUSIC, INC. 

1328 North Highland Avenue 
Hollywood, California 90028 

Please mention this magazine yyy 


Whether you have 
$500, 

$5,000, 



It’s The Modern Way To Invest. 

We Specialize in 
Computerized I.B.M. 
Planned Estates. 

ECONALYSIS INVESTMENT CORP. 
c/o Warren Anderson 
1915 South Santa Anita 
Arcadia, California 

_Call HI 7-4914 or 798-0803 


problem, the thousands of Arab ref 
gees. The statement said that "all pe 
sons who have been displaced in recei 
months should be permitted to exe 
cise their right to return to their forim 
place of residence." 

Why the Russians took such an ad; 
mant stand is hard to tell. They tried i 
turn this meeting of church leade; 
into another United Nations Assembl 
and were defeated in the rerun, just a 
they were in New York. Some felt th; 
the Soviet government had clearly ir 
structed the Russian churchmen whs 
political line to take. In any case, the 
stood alone as never before. Even thei 
Christian colleagues from Eastern Em 
ope deserted them except for two Hun 1 
garian bishops. 

One delegate noted that in the cours- 
of the years the WCC has lost both th 
theologians and the lay people. Now i 
is left with the church administrators 
"That's why there is a lack of depth ir 
the discussions and an unwillingness 
to open up new ways," he said. 

Nor does it look as if the Fourth 
Assembly at Uppsala, next year, wil 
improve this situation. 


study at home 

THE SCHOOL 
OF THE EVANGELICALS 

Recommended by evangelicals as Amer¬ 
ica’s finest training school for ministers 
and church workers. Extension courses 
approved by the Association of Home 
Study Schools. Endorsed by the Ameri¬ 
can Evangelical Christian Churches for 
pastoral training. Ask for catalog. 

AMERICAN BIBLE SCHOOL 


192 North Clark Street • 110 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 


Qfrhen you care enouyh 


(FOR THE SOULS OF OTHERS) 

Your "Christmas Card" will be 
one of our beautiful 


Christmas tfoLders 



^ Completely 
Self-contained 
H Scriptures 
Poetry 

Short Message 

Artistic 

Distinctive 


l 


TWO FOLDERS AVAILABLE 


60c per doz.; $3.25 per 100, postpaid 
Send 10c for a sample of each—plus 
10 other Christmas tracts 


Faith, Prayer & Tract League 
Dept.WHH 1016 Eleventh Street, N.W. 
.Grand Rapids, Mich. 49504 
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he FUtURG is DOW! 

f B o?ctist 0 A e9 n e ew n an S d e ^rLate V r ZT^u'^ phase ° f Decade X in a century of ministry 
iui ynrisi. M new and greater Bethel will be required to effectively steD across into th P 

E n at Bet y he| SeCOnd m '" iStry in Christian hi 9 her educatl0 "- 

1 ' of h aqT P Arlf s°tratZl?n^ha f a t nS that by l 971 half of our P°P^ation will be under 25 years 
age. Any strategy for the future must place major emphasis on youth and education now. 

2. The knowledge explosion means that the total accumulated body of knowledge 

to keep pace Ub ^ ^ ^ 2 ° VearS ‘ The church needs the benefit of Christian scholarship 

3. Educational requirements for leadership in society make collegiate education more 
important for more people than ever before. We must enlist, conserve and train 
young people for Christian leadership. 

4. Accelerated change in today's world makes the training of creative, versatile, resourceful 
Christian leadership crucial. A Christian liberal arts college like Bethel is designed to do this. 

The destiny of the world is now being determined on college and university 
campuses. The future of the mission for Christ to the world is now being 
determined on campuses like Bethel's. A Centennial Fund for the re-location 
of Bethel College and Seminary to a new and larger campus for an expanded 
ministry for Christ has been established. The Seminary 
already occupies the new facilities. Target date for college 
removal and completion of the 
total re-location project is 
1971—Bethel's Centennial y 


m 


■ 


future site... 

bethel COLLEGE 
SEMINARY 

214 ACRES 



i purcha 


Sround breaking ceremo¬ 
nies for Seminary-1964 


Cornerstone laying cere- 
monies-1964 


Service of Dedication for 
Seminary-1965 


Seminary occupies 
facilities—1965 



College Program 

For information on: Seminary Program contact Office of Public Affairs 
Investment Opportunities 

BETHEL COLLEGE AND SEMINARY 

1480 NORTH SNELLING AVENUE • ST. PAUL. MINNESOTA 55101 

Owned and operated by the Baptist General Conference as one of seven departments under 
a United Mission for Christ. 
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WORLD VISION CHILDCARE 

A department of World Vision International 

Dear Dr. Pierce: 

□ I would like to sponsor a boy_, girl_at $10* 

per month. Enclosed is $_for_month (s). 

] I would like to contribute $_to the work of World Vision 

Childcare. 

□ I’m interested. Please send more information. 

NAME (please print) . 

ADDRESS . 

CITY. 

STATE .zip code .... . .. .. 

ORGANIZATION (if any) . 

*$11 in Canada A74-1 

write to: WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL 

Dr. Bob Pierce, President, Box O, Pasadena, Calif. 91109 
or WORLD VISION OF CANADA, Box 181-K, Toronto 12, Ont. 



Not a Handout... 
but a 

HAND-UP of LOVE 


Give him help for today — and for 
all the tomorrows. Give him food, 
clothing, shelter, loving care. Give 
him schooling and training to make 
his way in the world, knowledge of 
his Creator and of the love of Christ 

Thousands of children like this 
little boy need help the world over. 
YOU can give one or more of them 
a HAND-UP OF LOVE through the 
World Vision childcare program. 

You’ll receive a photo and brief 
history of your child. You can 
exchange letters, snapshots, little 
gifts. World Vision will provide 
loving care, schooling and a good 
start toward adult life. Above all, 
World Vision will bring up your 
child in the nurture and admonition 
of God. 

Through sponsorship — or through 
your generous contribution — you 
can give a needy child a HAND-UP 
OF LOVE. Fill in the coupon and 
mail it today. 



WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL 

“Heartline to the World" 1 
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HE EDITORIAL VIEW 


For Thanksgiving Day 


"O Lord, my Lord, for my being, life, reason; for 
urture, protection, guidance; for country, education, 
eligion,- for Thy gifts of nature, fortune, grace,* for 
edemption, regeneration, instruction in sacred truth; 
or my call from Thee, for my repeated calls,* for Thy 
orbearance and longsuffering after great provocations 
md at numberless times; 

'Tor all blessings received, successes granted, good 
hings done; for the use of things present; for Thy 
)romise and my hope of good things to come,* 

"For loving and careful parents; for patient and dili¬ 
gent teachers,* benefactors never to be forgotten; con¬ 
genial companions, sincere friends, sociable neighbors,* 


The year was 1884. East Africa. Earlier in the year 
the Church of England had consecrated him as "Bishop 
3f Eastern Equatorial Africa." It's a far cry from the 
noble cathedral of his consecration in England to the 
wild "bush" of this Uganda border country. He is only 
38, and to friends in Britain he has already written that 
on this trek of over 400 miles he has "enjoyed most 
excellent health." He has described himself as "sun¬ 
burnt and shaggy, but glowing with vigor." 

Then the swift stroke of treachery! Since last he 
slogged these lonely miles, a new king had come to 
power. The life of any Englishman was worth some¬ 
thing less than two straws. Bishop James Hannington— 
the title meant nothing to him—was just the English¬ 
man they wanted. They seized him, stripped him, 
starved him. Day after day, the fever racked him ex¬ 
cruciatingly. 

On the day of his arrest, according to his journal, 
when he was being dragged away to be murdered, as 
he supposed, he sang, "Safe in the Arms of Jesus." But 
that now seemed a long time ago. Terrible weakness 
made it difficult for him to bring his diary up to date. 
Then came his final entry: "No news! I was upheld 
by the thirtieth Psalm, which came with great power. 
A hyena howled near me last night, smelling a sick 
man, but I hope it is not to have me yet." Later that 
day they killed him with his own hunting gun. 

“I was upheld by the thirtieth Psalm!" 


"For all who have done me good by writings or 
sermons; by counsel or example; prayers, rebukes, or 
even injuries,* 

"For all such which I know, which I know not, in¬ 
tended or not intended, remembered, forgotten, done 
when I wished or wished not, I bless Thee and I will 
bless, I give thanks to Thee and I will give thanks." 

Bishop Lancelot Andrewes 

(1555-1626), 
one of the translators of the 
King James Version, from his 
Private Devotions 


Missions 


What did he find there that was so bracingly mean¬ 
ingful to him? 

This, for one thing: "I will extol thee, O Lord, for 
thou hast drawn me up, and hast not let my foes re¬ 
joice over me" (v. 1). 

And this: "Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, 
and give thanks to his holy name" (v. 4). 

And this: "Thou hast loosed my sackcloth and 
girded me with gladness, that my soul may praise thee 
and not be silent. O Lord, my God, I will give thanks 
to thee for ever" (vs. 11,12). 

Thus did a young trailblazer for missions, within 
hours of his martyrdom, learn something about this 
most salutary spiritual exercise called thanksgiving- 
something of which we in the United States might well 
be reminded in this month of November. 

1. Hannington learned that praise extols the Lord of 
creation and providence. "I will extol thee!" 

2. Hannington learned that praise enlists the praise¬ 
ful aid of others. "Sing... O you his saints!" It is capable 
of singing a solo but it longs to join in a concert. 

3. Hannington learned that praise endures through 
life and death. "I will give thanks to thee forever." 

"Extol the Lamb with loftiest song, 

Ascend for him our cheerful strain,* 

Worship and thanks to Him belong, 

Who reigns, and shall forever reign." PSR 


The Psalter and 
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THE EDITORIAL VIEW 




Emotions Enter Theology 


"We are no longer sure that it is in the plan of God's 
salvation that the other religions shall die in order to 
be replaced by Christianity." 

Those are the words of Dr. Kaj Baago, professor of 
church history at United Theological College, Banga¬ 
lore, South India. They appeared rather recently in 
The International Review of Missions. 

Before Dr. Baago has finished his article he moves 
from hesitation to affirmation: he is sure —sure that 
Christian conversion is not necessary among Hindus 
and Buddhists, that identification with the Church is 
an expendable concept, and that the saving uniqueness 
of Jesus Christ has been exaggerated by the colonially 
minded Christians of the Western world. 

Dr. Baago asserts: 

"If God has not worked and if He does not still work 
in different cultures and through the religions of men, 
then He is not Lord of the world, but a Jewish-Christian 
idol." 

"The Christian religion, to a large extent a product of 
the West, cannot and shall not become the religion of 
all nations and races." 

"The missionary task of today cannot, therefore, be 
to draw men out of their religions, but rather to leave 
Christianity (the organized religion) and go inside Hin¬ 
duism and Buddhism, accepting these religions as one's 
own, in so far as they do not conflict with Christ, and 
regarding them as the presupposition, the background 
and the framework, of the Christian gospel in Asia." 

In owning such thoughts as these Dr. Baago is not 
alone. He is only more candid, more impatient and 
more articulate than many for whom he speaks. We 
only deceive ourselves if we imagine that this is not a 
32 growing trend among Asian Christians. I say "Asian," 
because this development is appreciably more ad¬ 
vanced in that part of the world than in Latin America 
or Africa. Nor, of course, should it be forgotten that 
Professor Baago's viewpoint is shared by a considerable 
number of thinkers in our American seminaries. 

This very acknowledgment makes it appropriate to 
say that the Baago position is not startlingly new. It is 
substantially the same as that which was taken by 
some of the most influential leaders who participated 
in the world conference on missions in Jerusalem in 
1928. It is the view most commonly associated with 
the name of Professor William Hocking of Harvard, 
who headed the so-called Laymen's Inquiry. This in 
turn resulted in the publication, in 1932, of Re-Think¬ 
ing Missions. The close similarity between the Baago 
stance and the Hocking position will be quickly de¬ 
tected in the following sentences: 

"The Christian will therefore regard himself a co¬ 
worker with the forces which are making for righteous¬ 
ness in every religious system." 

"The relation between religions must take increasingly 
hereafter the form of a common search for truth." 

Much more recently Dr. Hocking has produced a 
book called The Coming World Civilization, in which 
he makes it clear that his views have not significantly 


changed since he helped write Re-Thinking Missior. 
Just to see the eternal as love, and in a "clean alon 
ness" to identify with that "timeless reality"—this, ft 
Dr. Hocking, and presumably for Dr. Baago, is the a 
integrating point towards which all high religions a 
moving. To achieve this end Christianity must be wil 
ing to give up its claim to the uniqueness of Jesus. 

Much has been said, and much more is bound to t 
said, by way of theological reply to these proposals, 
the Christian Church, from the apostolic age onwan 
has been mistaken about Jesus Christ's lordship ove 
history, over nations, and over men, then the soone 
it closes its doors and goes out of business the bette: 
Well reasoned, insightful replies to those who shar 
the Baago-Hocking mind have been given by Hendri 
Kraemer in The Christian Message in a Non-Chiistiaj 
World, by Dr. Robert E. Speer in The Finality of Jesu 
Christ, by Bishop Stephen Neill in Creative Tensioi 
(not nearly as well known as it deserves to be), and h 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin in A Faith for this One World 

The comment that I wish to make on the article h) 
Professor Baago is of a different order entirely. I refe 
to what may be called the emotional pre-conditioning 
that has gone into the writing of the article. The autho: 
is obviously resentful toward Western Christians whoir 
he identifies with the whole detestable era of colo 
nialism and imperialism. A good deal of this resent 
ment and cynicism is understandable, some of it wholly 
justifiable. For example, he quotes from a speech made 
to the United States Senate, around the turn of the 
century, by Senator Albert Beveridge of Indiana. To 
his fellow Americans the Senator cries: 

God has made us the master organizers of the world 
to establish system where chaos reigns. He has given us 
the spirit of progress to overwhelm the forces of reaction 
throughout the earth... (and) to administer government 
among savage and senile peoples. Were it not for such a 
force as this (i.e. American power) the world would re¬ 
lapse into barbarism and night... He has marked the 
American people as His chosen nation to finally lead in 
the regeneration of the world... The judgment of the 
Master is upon us: Ye have been faithful over a few 
things; I will make you ruler over many things. 

The mildest thing you can say about such jingoist 
mouthings is that they were culturally premature! The 
most serious thing to be said about them is that they 
were theologically hopeless. The God of history, kind 
though He has been to her, has not anointed the United 
States to be a 20th century messiah. 

Once more the air must be cleared. Once more the 
issue must be sharply refined. The crux of missions is 
not religion versus religion or Western culture versus 
that of the East. The heart of the matter is this: "What 
shall I do then with Jesus, which is called Christ?" 

Meanwhile, let Western Christians acknowledge 
that much of what our culture has produced has served 
to obscure rather than reveal the "Lord of glory." PSR 
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Which 
of these men 

would you like 

to speak to 

your group? 


Not many of us have the privilege of hearing more than 
a handful of the outstanding preachers of our time. But 
today , through the wonder of electronics , you can hear 
their messages just as they were delivered. 


Do you want the very best speakers 
for your group? 

Imagine being able to schedule Peter 
Marshall, or Billy Graham, or 
Elton Trueblood for your Sunday 
School Class! Or think what pressing 
challenge your high school group 
would get from listening to Frank 
Laubach talk about literacy and 
hunger in India! Here is a broad 
selection of great speakers — and an 
unbelievable range of subjects of vital 
interest to Christians everywhere. 
And more are being added monthly. 

Do you want frank, authoritative 
answers to the raw, frustrating 
problems of daily living? 

Some of the finest minds in Christen¬ 
dom have applied themselves to 
the same problems you and your 
friends may be facing . . . family 
breakdown, loneliness, immorality, 
prejudice, love .... These recordings 
offer the perfect springboard for 
immensely helpful discussions in 
your home or church. 

Do you want to share with lonely 
shut-ins some of the greatest Biblical 
preaching of our time? 

Think what it would mean to them 
if they could hear the wonderful 
voice of the famous Scottish Bible 
teacher William Barclay as he teaches 
about THE LORD’S PRAYER! Or 
Charles L. Allen on THE TWENTY- 
THIRD PSALM! 


Choose 2 free albums worth $9.96 

To show you how valuable we 
believe these recordings can be in 
your life and work, we invite you 
to look over the albums listed on this 
page. Choose the two that interest 
you the most. The retail value for 
the two albums is $9.96, but they 
are YOURS AS A GIFT. 


No Minimum number — 
just mail the coupon 

You select only the records you want. 
There is no minimum purchase 
obligation. Each month you will be 
sent advance notice of the coming 
selection of two messages by a great 
Christian leader. With each record 
you purchase you will also receive, 
free, the entire text of the sermons. 


How do you start? 

Simply fill out the coupon. Please do 
not send any money. You will receive 
the two free albums of your choice 
and your first regular selection: two 
sermons by J. B. Phillips, noted 
Biblical translator. You will be billed 
the low $4.98 price (plus a small 
shipping charge). Even then you pay 
only if you have found the interest 
and inspiration you expect. If you 
are not genuinely satisfied, you are 
welcome to keep your two FREE 
albums as a gift and return only the 
Phillips album. 






W-3249 
Stephen F. 
Olford The 

Christian Life 


VV-6138 

Frank Laubach 

Literacy and 
Christ 


W-6118 

Kenneth Chafin 

Learning to 
love 







W-6137 W-6133 

Robert G. Lee Louis H. 

Pay Day — Evans, Sr. 

Someday Children of God 


E. Stanley Jones 

Surrender of 
self 


W-6117 
Charles Allen 

The 23rd 
Psalm 


BILLY 

GRAHAM 

Tt* Cnu tl 
Owl it 


W-3243 
Billy Graham 

The Cross of 
Christ 


W-6125 W-6120 

David Wilkerson William Barclay 

Importance of The Beatitudes 
thoughts 



W-6106 W-6104 

Oswald J. Smith A. W. Tozer 

World Accepting 

Evangelization Jesus _ 
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W-6131 
C. M. Ward 

Family 

Problems 



W-6108 
Walter Maier 

Family Life 



W-6100 
Samuel M. 
Shoemaker 

The Holy Spirit 


W-6103 W-6129 

Myron Augsburger Vance Havner 

The Cross and Worldliness 
forgiveness 


GREAT SERMONS SERIES 

4800 W. Waco Drive • Waco, Texas 76703 
Yes, please send me the FREE albums 
ordered below, along with the first regular 
selection — by J. B. Phillips. I understand 
that I will be billed just $4.98, plus a 
small shipping charge. 

After listening to the albums, I must be 
completely pleased or I may keep the FREE 
albums as a gift and return only the Phillips 
album. I may buy as many or as few records 
as I wish thereafter, or I may cancel at 
any time I wish. £ 

LIST YOUR 2 FREE INTRODUCTORY t 

ALBUMS HERE: 3-0-0-4.98 S 

1 _ 2 - 

Name----- 

Address -- 

City, State, Zip- _ 
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That’s the record of Moody 
Bible Institute’s “double div¬ 
idend” annuity plan. 

Not once has the Institute 
missed a payment or been late 
with a check—not even during the difficult 
years of deep depression in the thirties follow¬ 
ing the big stock market crash. Banks failed, 
with great losses to depositors, but Moody 
annuitants received their checks regularly— 
in full and on time. 


Moody annuity plan has brought security 
and peace of mind to thousands of annui¬ 
tants through its generous, guaranteed life¬ 
time incomes. And today’s rate of return (on 
new agreements) is the highest ever—up to 
9.09%, depending on your age. 


Mail coupon today! 


Moody annuity plan offers that “extra” dividend 

Your annuity funds are carefully put to work 
in Moody’s many ministries, taking the gospel 
to men everywhere . . . millions of pieces of 
literature go forth . . . the seed is scattered 
via the airwaves . . . the message of Moody 
Institute of Science films enters doors and 
hearts otherwise shut... and former students 
of the Institute (trained tuition free) minister 
in every clime. These are the ministries in 
which you’ll have a part. 



Write for Free Booklet 

which describes the Moody annuity 
plan in detail and provides information on 
important tax benefits. 


Write: Annuity Department Dept. 11W7 

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago, III. 60610 


Please send me, without obligation: □ Double Dividends, 

story of Moody Annuity Plan. □ Folder relating to Wills. 
□ Information on Life Income Agreements. 


DATE OF 

NAME_BIRTH_ 


ADDRESS 



CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

































